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Three Cho.ce and Protitable 


E$SERMON Ss 


Upon Several TEXTS of SCRIPTURE; 
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? ER, 30. 17.  FOHN 14. 3- HEB.B.s. 


—  —- - - - 


OC EE IIS 


By that Reverend Servant of Chriſt, 


M* JOHN NORTON 


Late Teacher erof the Church of Chriſt at Boſton in N.E. 


The Firſt of them being the LAST SERMON which 
be Preached at the Court of Elc&ion at &»/tmm, 
The Secord was the LAS T which he Preached on the 
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The Third was the LAST which he Preached on his 
Weekly-LeRare-Day, 
WHEREIN 
(Bcſile many other excellent and feaſonable Truths) is ſhewed, 
th- Lords Soveraignty over, and Care for his Church and People, 
in vider to both their Milicant and Triumphant condition ; 
and their Fidelity and good afteAtion towards bimfelt. 
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2 Sam 23-i. New thejebeike LAST wordsef David. Davil the fon of Feſſe jaid, an1 
the man who was raed up on high, the Anvinte4 of the Go4 of Facob, 414 ihe jrreet 


Pjalm:ſt of Ijrael 
Deut.z 1.4 y+ For 1 know,that after my death ye vil xtterly corr:4pt your Jelves, ; 'd try "ſr le 
<c from ihe way nh, b Ibaveco man ei you : and evil r:ih bejail gon aero arte 1%5,60C 


AM, Erra 3 3. Ani they jet the Altar upon his Bajes 5 for jexr was upon them, berau;e of he 
pe: ple of thaje Countr:es. It; 
beCin.t.zz0e. Torr jaikers, whe e they ? andike Prophets, do they live for ever 2 bi = ny 


words a4 my ſtatutes rhich 1 cor.manded my, ſervar 'ts 4 - ok the: s, «t4 hey not rake 
leti f yo array ” andthey returned and of avs ty A s the Loy! of Ho JT's :bonghs #5 
do unto ws, acco 1:10 n ayes, and accor.'ing to our dcings, je Þ: thle ceattwitl 1s, 
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MR a (Bat ab Ba pales 2a 


JOHANNES NORTONUS. 


ANAGR. 
NONMNME 1S HONORATUS? 


Onne ts Honoratus ? Deus ipſe coronat honors 
Servum, (cum periit) non pereun'e, ſunme 

Atſtalt Enodchum tranſlitio mira, ſed e7us 
{n Cels decorat prlchra Corona Caputs 

Dui nobts, ( ſubito raptus) miſer efſe videtar 
(Forſuan, Ignarss) wivit at ſq, Devs 

Vroit, & im Cals cumnulatus henoribus ample 
Regnat mm aternum ( ſic ait 1pſe Deus), 

eMors tnopina poteſt Jobi cito perdere I ator, 
Sors quibus m ſuper s invivdatarautur. 

Alulta pricss paſſi Moſes Aaronq; faere, 
Tempus & arte furm jJuſjus uterqy mori. 

© 141d (1 now licwn Canaanem wiſere? Tanto 
Celſfror m Cai ceſſit utr19; locuse 

Carribus ignitss Elias raptus z; at ills 
Ad ſummi vehuur culunna ſumma polis 

Eſio. Sit in Bello Joſias wittns, & iftus, 
AMortuus in pate” eft'non perewnte tamens, , , - \\_ } 

Funera non unguam Mage lamentanda Sion, | 
Joſiz n«nqnam Gloria major erat. 
nem deflent bomines, Dems opirmus auget honore 
His dolor, aft ili Gloria ſmmma fui's 

S1 Caput amiſit ( gladio reſecante) Tobannes, 
Ejus honor, ( Chriſto judice) quanns erat | 

Sit Stephanus /yp:dum (let) obrmins ithibus, Tilum 
Chriſt in amplexus traxerat inde ſu0ss 


A'Z Chriftus 


Chriſtus & opſe fuit quam dia morte peremptus ' 
At ſequitur tantam Gloria quanta Crucem ! 
Sic Deus ut Chriſtam, ſic Chriſtus honore Coronat 

Eximio, quibus eſt Gloria chara Det. 
Daualts erat noſter ( ſyncero corde) Tohannes 
. Cui, niſi que Chriſti, chara fuere mb. 
Fic ( ſcio) nemo negat, niſi vert Teſtis & aqui 
N on velit eſſe ( Banos Conſule, ſive males.) - 
Pro Samuele olim conteſtabantur & omness 
(Hune qui pro meritis vix coluere ſus) 
Del fiqnis forſan mags invidet Ejus banort, 
Hing cumulus creſcet major honors ei, 


Anagr. 2s 
?7ESU! ANNON THROMNOS? 


JOHANNES NORTONIUS. 
Anapr. 3, 
ANNON 7ESU HONOR SIT* 


Nuon dandis honey ſit ab omnibus omnts } («* 
Eſt quibns in Jeſu ſanguine parta ſalu: * 
ENGLISH. 


H eſa! haft not thou prepared Thrones 
For us thy poor and ill deſerying ones ? 
How ſhouldwethento T hee all Honour give,* 
And to thy Name, who in the Heay'ns doſt live; 
And there prepareſt Manſions for thine, | 
W here they may all in endleſs Glory ſhine? 
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HIHHHNIHNAHNININNNGNNGS 
To the ſame purpoſes 


JOHN NORTON. GAnagy, 


INTO HONNOKR 


Rom Honour into Honour go 
(the Lord thus calling thee) 


1 0 higher Honour, then there could 
on Earth obrained bee. 
Heay'n is the Seat of Honour for 
thoſe whom he Crowns with Grace 3 
For the moſt honourable Crowns, 
Heav*n is the onely place. 
By mea that are moſt ignorant 
of Gods revealed Will, 
Thou may'ſt be miſcrable thought ; 
for {» they conſtrue ſtill 
(Like bruitiſh ones) the minde of. God: 
if Saints die in a ſwoon, 
As if their Sun, all bright before, 
Were now gone down at Noon. 
As if their cafe were now by farre 
the more to be deplor*'d, 
As that which doth bur licthe hope 
(or none) of Bliſs afford. 
Yea, holy Fob his Friends to this 
- did cov-ro0 much incline, 
[ That ſudden Changes, ſuch us his, 
do argue Wrath divine. | 
But when the Saints do perith thus 
(as foolith men concgiye) 
That is the time, and means-whereby. 
more Honour they receive, 
As being Crown'd with Royal Crowns 
which are at Gods right hand. 
Like Foſeph fromhis Dungeon . 
rais'd by the Kings Command, 
"T wag, a tran{lation marvellons 
which did Enoch remove 
From out this fintul world, to be 
crown*d in the Heav*ns above, 
Wherg now he lives, &. reigns,with heaps 
of higke? honour 611'd, a 
All his Pr:diCtiors to be 
from ti ne to time fulnlPFd. 
Anunezvetted death did {dize 
on Fobs poſtcritie, 
But in the He:iv'ns a glorions Lot 
forthem prep:r*d did lie, 
Moſes and Aaron when as th:y 
bad (uff.r'd much, were bid: 
e - « 
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As t were, before their time to die 
(as in their Mounts they did) 
What if. the Land of Canaan 
they mjght not vitt? yet 
A place more glorious in the Heav'ns 
they, both cf them, did get. 
In flaming- fiery-Charet wrapt 
from earth Elijah was, 
And by the ſame convey*d he was 
unto his bliſs-tul place. 
Be it that good Foſeah were 
cut off with ſuadain firokey 
He dy'd in-peace, and unto reſt 
eternal was he toke, 
No funeral to Sion was 
as his fo lamentable, 
Yet was his death as well as life 
to him moſt honours ble. 
Theirs was the griefe, the joy was his, 
God highly honourd him, 
Although his death to carnal eyes 
might miſerable ſrems 
The curſed executioner 
cut off John Baptiſt's head, 
But how did Jeſs honour h'm 
both whea alive, and dead. 
The Crowned Martyr holy Stephen 
in cruel wiſe was ſton'd, 
But by his bleffed Saviour's 
moſt ſweet imbraces own'd. 
Yea, Chriſt himſelf, Gods own dear Son,, 
whoſe death more woetul was 


T Yet from his croſs how ſoon 2dvanc'd 


to thaxmoſt glorious place ! 
SO Gpd his Chriſt. with honour c: own'd ;, 
So Chriſt doth honour his, 
To whom Gods Hanovur, and his Chriſt's, 
mo? dezr and precious is. 
And ſuth an one our Nerton was 
whoſe death we (> lament, 
Whole whole defire was upon Chriſt 
and on his glory bent 
None can deny it good nor bad, 
like as to Samuel 
They all were forced to conf:ſs 
he had done all things well; 
If ary one ſhould hve an heart. 
with envy filVd lomuch 
As unto him his honour due, 
malignantly to grutch 


A. 3 Tres: 


Yet this will adde unto the weight 
of his mo9it glorious Crown, 
And both ig {ight,o& God and men 
increale bis high renown. 
Tis true: he wasa man,and none 
himſelf abhorred more ; 
But none did more the Lords free grace 
in Jeſus Chrit adore, 
Nothing bur this, to know, or preach, 
or (hare in did he with. 
This was on Kartb, as *tis in Heav'a 
his ble{led. Paradice. 
To Honour Chriſt, he was content 
as well by Sea, as Lanc, 
His Life to veature, yea his. ALL, 
was All at Chriſt's Command. 
The care of all His Churches-dear 
I:y heavy on his heart , 
As he did every bur at la(t, 
molt tully ir impart, 
His life was nothing but of death 
a daily meditation, 
And to his happy end, at laſt, 
a ſolemn preparation. 
He was a man (it any were) 
thar loved truth, and peace, 
Which to promote, in every kinde 
he ne're zt all did ceaſe. 
An Orthodox Divine he was 
(his writings all do ſhow, ) 
Both Englands, Hullznd , all the Word, 
or {6 or may it know. 
His Books do Antichriſt confute 
with all his viperous brood, 
Eſpecially where they eclipſe 
the merits of Chriſts blood. 
Church-holy-order he maintain'd 
egailt Morellzaniſme, 
——__ every let, but moſt 
abtorring 2nakeriſme. 
His 11 buth words, and works 
( like Davids ) were the beſt 
And'as his death more neer approach'd 
more lively then the re}. | 
Nothing, but things at Gods right band, 
and heavenly Manlions 
Was in his thoughts, at home, abroad, 
breath'd in's exvreſlions. 
Ir{wich was happy, B-ton more, 
(if it we had but known ) 
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| Whom two ſuch Fobns ſucceſſively 
God gave to be their own. _ 
But Febn.and. Paxd, (0 much admir's 
| (C and moſt defervedly) 
Muſt be content 30 be abal'd 
| by ſome, before they dy: 
' Ard being dead, it will appeare 
ſuch Prophets once we tad, 
When God hath once abaſed us 
with changes very 42d. 
The Lord, if his good plezfure beg 
our milerics prevent , 
And of our great unthanktulneſs 
granc thac we may repent, 
Then will the Lord this Widow-Church, 
that widows houſe relieve, 
And make us all regoyce again. 
whum now he 11akes tO grieve» 
We priev*d him fr(t, and -uſ it was 
that he ſhould grieve our hearts, 
Thouzh when at low*it we are, tis far 
beneath our juſt deſerts. 
I {peak of all New-England, but 
chiefly of Bofton Church, 
Oh! let us all impartially 
our wayes and {pirirs ſearch 
And ſy as the Diſciples did , 
Lord, isitI? is'tlI? 
And thou, my-ſoule, beyond the re& 
[t to thy (elt applie. 
Tis tiou haſt ſinned : were therenone, 
but thy unworthineſs 
Well might the Lord both thee, avd all, 
becauſe of thee, diſtreſs. (Fobn# 
When ſuch green trees, as were thofs 
_— hand thus ſpareth not, 
{\:.ckadry and withered one 
Lord what wilbbe the lor ? 
However we muſt blefs thy name 
( what ere of ns become ) 
That thou takes up ſuch fruitfnl oney 
to thine erernal bome, | 
Oh ! that their rare Examples wee 
to follow bad thegrace !' 
That thou may*'it 6onnt us worthy onee 
of that moſt glorious place, / 
As for his Mary, let her (ay, 
[Rabbont ] unto him, | 
Who c:11s her { Mary ] by her Names 
and did her Soul redeem. 


- Tobn Wilſon Ser, 
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For I will reflore health unto thee, and T will heal thee of thy wonnd:, 


here. 
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STON the Outcaſt healed of her Wounds. 


OE 


BEING: 


THE FIRST SER MON: 


AND 
Preachedat the COURT of ELECTION, 


MN 4 T7 XXIL I 6 6 I, 


Jerem, 3O©, I'7s 


ſub. the Lord ; becauſe they called thee an Ont-caſt, ſoying, 
Thys ts Sion, whom no man (eeheth after. 


7) 


© His Text may be called 4 Divine Plaiſter for a Sn 
3 fick Ont-caſt: in other words it ts Gods Cure of Sion, 
NN when mcurably Wounded, Y ou have here the Pariear 
8 deſcribed from divers Adjun&ts :+ fome Inberear, a» 
biding in the Patient ; ſome Extrinſecal, relating co the Patient. 
That which is Abiding, is that ſhe is an Out-calt, Wounded, and 
Sick : That which is Extrinſecal, relatech either to the Sp:Ra- 
tors, or to the Phyſician. To the Bcholders:: and there you 
bave their diſzftetion, ViTe They.called thee an Omt-caff, ſaying,&c, 
To the Phyſician: and there you have his aff:ion, v2. / will 

reſtore heal.h to thee, and will heal thee of thy wounds : Woich At- 

fe Riggs awplified,, 1, From the Cauſe, Becauſe they called thre 

an Out-caſt, therefore will { heai thee 2. From the Infallibilny cf 
it, upon the teſtimony of this Phyſician; 7h»s ſarh the Loves. 
They. ſay, Thou art an Out-caft : the Lord faith, He y.4 reſtore 


TI9- 
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"Ya dhe Oai-taft braked of ber Wounds. 


To open the words briefly. The Parent, Here you finde, 
I. An [Oxi-caſt} - It doth immediately-look to the good Figs that 
were in B 4by/on, and they were in a manner .yoluntary Exiles; they 
vieldel chemſelves to go: and fuchan Out-caſt is here meant, as 
is not onely caſt out of che Country, but out of the hearts and 
affections of oti.ers, Several Compariſons there are , that {cr 
forth this Oz:r-caſt; as, that of a'menftruous woman, Lem 1.17. 
of rhe perſon caſt out of the Synagogue, E7ra10 8. 1h, 9 22. 
and tbat of the Leper, 2 Ch-0.26,2t, he dwells in an houſe 
apart; and as Jep4thab , thruſt and expelled our of his Fathers 
houſe ; caſt out of doors, and out of bearrs and c{teem,  '2. But 
not onely is $04 An Out-caſt. bur an Out-caſt | ounaea} and itis 
Lifio ad mortem, & deadly wound; .and an incurable wound, ler, 
30.12.7.:, according to man: And not a green Wound, ut an Ulcer, 
a feſtered Wound and Sore ; and no wonder then ſh: 1s aifo 
ſick. And if welookto theExtrinſecal Adjun&s which accom- 
pany this Patient, there is that wh.ch relates unto 

I. 'The Beholders : They ſay [Th ts 45 yon, whom no man fech- 
tth after.) They did reproach her, and there was no denial of it ; 
[s not this Sion ! *tis Ipoken in way of deriſton : the ſarcaſm of 
an Enemy. Sn was a word of honour, but they here relate 
to the Notation of the Hebrew word , from 1'L S1ccua'y, as 


being ® diy, withered, ſapleſs thing ; a barren, and forſaken, and 
undeſirable place and ſociety. And further | Whom no wan ſeck- 
eth afie;] Neither this ſort of men, nor that ſort of men ; none' 
hath any Care of her w-lfare. | 

' 2. A ſecond Kinde of Extrinſecal Adjurcts relate unto the 
Phyſician ; [ / herefore { will reſtore bealib uttorhee, ana 1 will veal 
toe] Nuw God will apply a ſanative Cataplaſm, an bealing 
Pla fter: This is Repentance, and Reſtitution, /::. 31 9. Re- 
pentance, and their Reiurn, mak? up the {anative Pla;fter. In 
reſpe& of her ſelf, there was need of Rep?ptance ;; in 1e\pyt of 
the adverſary, there was need of Reduction, And the Caule 
of it, Viz. | b:cauſe thy called thee 4n Om-caſt | as who ſhould 
ſay, 1 ai fenfible of all thy cafe, and the opproubric thou haſt 
ſuffered, therefore will I reſtore thee, But fhail not this fail > 


No, 


Sion the Out-caſt healed of her Wounds. 


No, Jehoyah's word is engaged for 'it, 7445 ſanh ihe Lord, 


DoR. When Sion for ts ſin #5 become an Ont-caſt (a ſubjet of 
contempt) God takes occaſion from her Calamity to give her 
Repentanc*, that fo he may bring upon ver the Bleſſing of hs 
own People. 


T will not more then intimate to you the Paradoxes that the 
Text doth abound with. Sn, and acknowledged, and yer no 
man careth for her. A People, none negle&ed like them; a 
People, none beloyedlike them : NegleQed, if you look at men; 
beloved, if you look at God. A People, whole very adverſaries 
are inftcumental to their proſperity. Theſe are ſuch Riddles, as 
we may truely ſay Gods grace onely makes. A ſtrange occaſion 
may that ſeem 10 be, which God takes for the healing of his 
People in //a.57.17,1$. 1 have ſeen hu wayes (1. e. bis froward- 
neſs and coyetouſneſs) and will beal him. Ezek. 11. 15,16, 17. 
T by brethren, even thy brethreng © 0s they ſay,Ger: ye farre- from che 
Lord, unto us ts the laud given un poſſeſſion : Therefore ſay, Thus ſaith 
the Lord, although 1 have caſt them farre off, & ce. though I have 
ſcatteredthem, @c. yet will I be a little Santtuary unto them— 1 will 
gather you, &fc, Zech.3.2. T ve Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even the 
Lord that hath choſen feruſalem : Is not this a brand plucks out of 
the fire * They bad been' in the Furnace long enough. As the 
Lord dealeth thus with his people, fo Davia maketh ule of the 
like in bis perſonal caſe, 2 Sam. 16, 12, /t may be the Lord will 
look, upon mme affiitttor, aud requite me good, Ge bleſs me, becauſe 


of his 'curſing. | 
The Reaſonsof the point, are: 

Reaſ. r, From the Sympathy that there is between the Head 
and the Members. Chriſt is ſenſible of the ſufferings of his Out- 
caſt. Ic is true, that the Out-cafſt doth ſuffer; it is a greater 
trath, that the God of rhe Ouc-caſt ſuffereth, Ila. 63.'9. 1s al 
ther affliction, he was aſfi ted : it re|ateth to Iiracl in E LYPle Zech, 
2.8. He that rouch:th yo, toucherh the apple of bu Eye : it relateth 
tothe good Figs in exile, It is no little eaſe that our forrows 
B touch 
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4 Sion the Ont-caſ healed of ker Wounds. 


eouch Chriſt, according to H:/.4.15. We have not an high Prieſt 
that cannot be toucked, &c, What though the Our-caſt ſuffereth 
for ſin, yet he bath a ſufferer with bim : and in this reſpe& what 
Par! (aid to his Corinthians, 2 Cr.2.2. that doth Chriſt ſay to 
his Ont=caſt, If 7 make you ſorry, who #5 he that maketh me glad, 
bat the ſame that are maar ſoriy by me * 

Reaſ. 2. Becauſe that Gods Name fuffereth , while bis Qut- 
caſts do thus ſuffer. Ex04.32.12. if God ſhould deſtroy Iſrael, 
tbe Egyptians will ſay, For miſchief hath he brougbt them, &c, 
Deut. 32.27. Were it not that ] feared the wrath of the enemy, leſ 
their adverſaries ſhould behave themſelves ſtrangely, and ſay, Our band 
% high, and the Lord hath not done all this, You remember the argu» 
ment which 7ſtu2 uſeth, Chap.7,8, 9. When Iſrael falleth before 
the enemy, what wilt thou do to thy preat Name? The deſtruQion 
of Ifrael would raifea ſcandal to Religion, and the God of Iſrael, 

Reaſe 3- To capacitate the Out-caft to receive the benediftion 
of a Father, the aQtual bleſſing of his People, To be Gods peo- 
ple, is one thing ; but to be made meet to receive the bleſſing of 
his people, is another thing. Zech. 3. 2. The Lord, even the Lord 
that bath choſen leruſalem, cc. God in ele&ion bath made them 
bis people, and determined to bleſs them : *cis this that doth pluck 
the brand out of the fare. ler. 24. 5,6,7. 1 will ſer mine eyes upon 
hem for good, I will bring them agam, 1 will build them, I will give 
them an heart to know me, &c. Ter,30-22. & 31.33. 1 will be their 
God, an they fhall be my people : and verl.9. Te ſhall come with weep- 
ing and ſupplications, &ce | Ye ſhall come ] there is their Rerurn ; 
[with weeping and ſupplications] there is their Repentance: and the 
Lord bath undertaken for itz 1 am a father to lrael, aud Ephraim 
(as bad 8s he is) « my firſt-bory, The cauſe of their being his 
people,  penitent people, a bleſſed people, is his fatherly relation 
totkem, Ier.32.38,39. ler.30.7. Alas, it i the time of Tacobs 
trouble, but he (ball be ſaved out of its 

Uſe I." Inſtruftion 1. Hence learn, that $191 is ſubje& to ſad 
Apoſtacy, or defe&ions. ler. 2. 5,13, 21. 7 planted thee a noble 
ves We muſt acknowledge, God planted us, I may fay, a Scrip- 
ture vine, and, if ſo, a noble vine: but you. ſee a. generous vine 
= ELD ſabzeR 
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ſubje& to be a degenerate vine, Exod. 32+ 7, $8. They turned aſide 
quickly, But as the Oratour folemnizing a ſad funeral, defired to 
have learned Mortality from another Inſtance, rather then that of 
Scaliger; lo} would God would learn us this truth from ſome 
other inſtances, rather then from theſe Churches. I may men- 
tion notwithſtanding, the Polititians obſeryation concerning the 
ſtage of ation uſually changed in thirty years ; becauſe the perſons 
that make the major vote, are uſually changed, and gone by that 
time, Sometbing about that time,hath our tice been in this land, 
now perhaps the major vote ischanged ; you way ſay in ſuch and 
ſuch a caſe many a time, and had ſuch been alive, theſe a&ions, 
and thoſe, in Church or Court, would not haye been fo carried 
. On, Butt willnot dwell bere. EF wifh wemight learn ſuch in» 
ſtances from ſome other example, and not from our ſelyes. 

Juſtr. 2. Sins Apoſtacy brings upon $:0» ſad Calamity, *Tis 
a truth,that Iſrael embraceth not God, til God firſt embrace ſrael: 
"tis alſo a truth, that God ferſaketh not Lirael, till rac] firſt for- 
ſake him. cr. 5.25. 1f good things be withbeld from us, Inquity 
is the canſes Lam. 3. 39, if evil things be brought upon us, the 
cauſe is ſin. There was a time when :olommun WAs at reſt, IK ings 
5. 4- There was no adyerſary, nor evil occurrent 5 there Was a time 
(again) when Solomon had many adverſaries, 1 King. 11,14, 23,26. 
Solomon bath reſt, while he is in his integrity ; Solomon bath ad- 
yerſaries,that was the time of bis Apoſtacy, ls there no diſpenſa« 
tion but [dab muſt ferye Sh:jhak? 2 Chron.12. $. what is the 
reaſon thereof? it is becauſe they would not ſubjeR then ſelves 
to the yoke of God : not the power of the Egyptians, but ti.eir 
non-ſubjc&ion ro God, made them ſubjeRs to S$hiſhaks /cr. 14+ 
II. © 7.16. /ereman, pray not, for them, I will net bear, ſauh ihe 
Lord : there is no diſpenſation, /:r. 27, 12. non-ſubjxRicn to the 
yuke of Chrift, ſubjeRted 7-4ab to the yoke of Baby/az, Abule 
of Liberty, is that which forfeiteth the ule of liberty. 

Inſtr. 3+ Swns Maladie is not cureable with Calamity, 1. 
48. 10. would not one think a furnace ſhould cure the outcaſt ? 
they are ſo good,that they are called the good fgr, and yer fo bad, 
as that ſeyenty years captivity would not make them good enough 
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for the end. Thoſe that. were ſeyenty years in the furnace do 
cry out, Lord, why haſt thou hardued our bearts from thy fear ? 1/ai, 
63. 17, you that think you bave & new man, do not forget that 
you haye within you alſo an old man, and calamity will not re- 
moyeit, The bard-heartedneſs of good people is very ſtrange, 
Heb. 3. 8. Harden not your hearts: Ob} provcke him not as at 
HMeribah ! what doth Pau! cry out againſt, and fo- Davis, and 
Moſes? Meribab, Meribah ! this, this lyeth at the hearts of ſuch, 
the inſeparable,the inſuperable, invincible non-ſubjeRion of Iſrael 
to the wayes of God, tbis is not cureable with calamity, 

Inſir. 4 Though $Sions malady be ſuch, asthar, lookt at in it 
ſelf, it cannot be cured, yet locktat in Gods promiſe, and it cannot 
want a cure. Look upon it in it ſelf, and it ſeems incurable, look't 
at in the Phy fician, and it cannot but be cured, /crem:ah looking at 
his ſufferings, be will ſpeak no more; but looking at Gods promile, 
and itis as firein his bones, he cannot but ſpeak, 2 King. 8. 10, 
There is a quzrie put to the Prophet, whether Benhadad ſhall live ; 
the prophet anſwers, He may certainly recover, howbeit, the Lord 
hath ſhewed me, he ſhall ſurely dye; 1+ e. the diſeaſe was not ſuch 
but he might have recovered : ſo may I by alluſton inyertand ſay, 
Stons diſeaſe is incurable, but yet ſhe ſhall certainly recoyer, 
Look at Sc» in the glaſs of Providence, and ſhe is as a woman: 
forſaken, and grieved in ſpirit, 1/a:. 54+ 5,6. & 66. 4. buſ- 
bandlefs, as to reproach; and yet at the ſame time thy Maker 15 
thy husband : if we look at S101 in the glaſs ofthe Promiſe,this Out- 
caſt is both Marah, and Hephzibah, botit a Widew, and Bewlah. 
Look at the Out-caſts tears, as an effe& of mans not caring for 
ber, bur as an occaſion, and demonſtration of-Gods care for her, 
Pſal. 126; 5,6: that $0; ſheddeth tears, denominateth her Xara ; 
that S:ons tears afe ſeed, denominateth ber Hepb71bahe ſale 56 8. 
that tears fall from David: cheeks, this is-marter of - forrow; that 
Davias tears fall into Gods bottle, is matter of joy, 

Infr. 5. Gods touching an impeniteot Out-Caſt with: repen- 
tance, is þ fignal of Gods having mercy thereon. $521: recovery by 
repentance - from ber backfliding, is an effe@ of grace, and a 
{8re-ranner of - the ſer time of Sror.s mercy;. Swi impenitency,.-is 
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thelife and ſtrength of Sioxs ( of. the Out-cafts) calamity. Re- 
penrance doth break.the yoke of Baty/on ; Impenitency doth lay 
onthe yoke of Babylon. You may truly ſay, the date of the Our- 
calts Captivity. and the date of their impenitency, is the ſame. 
Theenemy is never barder-hearted toon, then when Sr0n is hard- 
Hearted to her God. Their affii&ion was not the bardneſs of 
the Babylonians hearts, but, Lora, wy haſt thou hardned cur bearts * 
Tjai 63.17, whenthe Ourt-caſts return to S:r, they ſhall goe weep - 
Ing with therr faces thi herward, ler. 50. 4, Fo 
Uſe 2. Exbortaticn, The text openethk my mouth to call upon 
Gods Outcaſts to accept of Gods plaiſter. God propoſerh to us 
Remedy, or Calamity : we bave our option, whether rbat of the 
plaifter, or of the fore; make we our choice, If we aCcept the 
plaiſter, the time of mercy, even the ſet time is come ; if you do 
not accept it, you may look. at it as the beginning of ſorrow. 
That we are Qut-caſts, this dotb ſpeak us fick.; but our not accept- 
ing the remedy, ſpeaks our ſickneſs incurable, To be Out-caſts, 
this argues that we are caſt off by men ; but our not accepting the 
remedy, {peaketh us caſt off by God: rhe. condition of an Out- 
calt ſuppoſeth us ſinners; but the rejeion of the remedy doth ſay 
that we are caſtawayes: for an Out-caſt to need a medicine, is 
common'to good and bad , to accept it, is proper to- the good. 
Let us then accept the Lords Plailter,, As an Ingredient there- 
to, I ſhall propoſe this Dire&ion:- 7.7, | 
I, Learn we to judge -12nt of - Liberty ; Scripture-libertys 
Gal," * 1 4#1 biageth us ſtand faſt in our lbirty: and thoſe ac- 
SF.fed ones he looks unto, Chap.t. who alſo pleaded for liberty, 
12d whom the Aſſertors of -true Liberty ſhould accordingly pro- 
nounce accurſed, Bleſſed men plead for liberty, and curſed men 
plead for liberty, The Gnoftick-in 2 7er.2.19. doth plead for- 
liberty : Good 'men- plead for ]:berty, and bad men plead for li- 
berty : the beſt men plead for liberty, and the worſt men plead 
for liberty. 1f you-ask. what Liberty is > you may-look-at It as &. 
Power, as to any external reſtraint, or obſtruction-on: mans part, 
to walk in the Faith, Worſhip; DoRrine and Diſcipline of the 


Golpe!, according tothe Order of- the Goſpel;; When you hear 
B. 3- mea 
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men plead for Liberty ; ſee that ic be not Liberty falſly ſo 
called, | 


2. Acknowledge Order Divine, and in particular in that great 
Point of a Miniſterial Judge. There are that make little of Or- 
der, and yer we may think, not any made fo little, as Pan! made 
much of it : Ler Af things be doye in Order, 1'Cor, 14, 40. it 
ſeemeth an Apoſtolical ſpirit doth conclude, that ſometimes berter 
ſach a thing not done, then not orderly done. There is a judge- 
ment Diſcretive, which belongeth to eyery Believer ; there is a 
qudgement Authoritatiye, that belongs unto the Church, and is 
fer therein by God ; and alſo there is a judgement Deciſive, which 
: belongs unto the Council: Onely remember, that the Supreme 
Zudze is either 1. Authentick, :, e. Jeſus Chriſt : or 2, Regu- 
lative, s. e. the Scripture: or 3. Miniſterial, :- e. the Council, 
This Queſtion concerning a Miniſterial Judge in matters of Reli- 
gion, is that which bath greatly exerciſed the Chriſtian world 
inſomuch that both Proteſtants and Papiſts agree, That the Reſo- 
lution of this Controyerſie is of ſo great moment, as that here- 
upon depends the Reſolution of all Controverſies. W ben a Con- 
troverfie ariſech in a Church { differences muſt not alwayes con- 
tinue) what ſhall n:ſolve the ſame, if a Miniſterial Judge be not ad- 
mitted > Take away this Order, and bow ſhall Peace, or the So- 
- ciety continue? This trut}; Þ* a Miniſterial Judge, is reckoned a- 


mong the Fundamentals — fa becauſe it doth tend » = 
nde 


Preſeryation of all that elſe isof the Eoundas; 
this Truth impleaded throughout all ne = rae ; 
Uye times, and pleaded for by all the Orthodox in all the C .\ 
rand tray I2. Stanaum, ſementte [umm juailks : Iſrael ur 
= otitis ; if it be 10.matters of Religion, there is the Pr. 
i - —_ Civil, there is the Magiſtrate, and be that ſtand my 
po U NE not to the Sentence of thele, ler his be Cut 0 My 
Ml pk om a thing is Order. A&s x ſe there is <A» 
_ __ . '; what _ do they, but refer it to a Council, ang = 
ot A Wy —_ its *n Or.14,32. The Spirit of the Prophet:  [ubjett 
reds pn I will not acknowledge him a Prophet, thar is 

Ject to the Prophets, Let not any one therefore under pretence 
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of a Prophet, or whatever Inſpiration or Perſwaſion ſ{oeyer, ex- 
empt thernſelyes from ſubjeRion to Order. 

Obj. The major part may errey and us not alwayes themelior part: 
{ ouncils and Chbarches may errey and have erred, 

Avnſw. 1, But is it not true, that the ObjeRtor may erre Þ- The 
wajor partmayerre; ſo faith the Delinquent ſtanding before the 
Charch, and muſt that evacuate all Church-power > 2. Tis: 
more likely that truth ſhould be with many Orthodox, Pious, 
Orderly, &c. In the multitude of Connſellors (was anciently ſaid, 
Prov.1Il.14.) there u ſafety: The ObjeRor is one to many, and 
he is in bis own caſe a Judge, but a Council in other mens. Butif 
that be not a truth, that| We muſt ſ#tjeft 10 Order] becauſe the 
major part may erre, then put” an end to Church-adminiſtcations, 
there will be no end of Controyerfies, But diſtinguiſh we con- 
cerning Councils. There is a Council Regular, of Orthodox and 
meet Members orderly gathered: There is a Council that is Ir- 
regular, and abuſive, as in times of Popery. When the Ark was 
taken by the Philiſtims, no maryel it was not Oraculous to Iſrael ;. 
but what Iſraelite refuſed to conſult the Ark of God after its re- 
turn from the Philiſtims, becauſe they had abuſed it > You tell us, 
that Popiſh Councils have erred; and therefore muſt we forget 
that the Councils of the Orthodox bave maintained the Truth, 
and haye been the ſupport of Religion in former times } Look to- 
the N:cene, and other Councils. Councils have been ſometimes 
among the Philiſtims, among the Papiſts, and for ſo long a time ; 
but ſhall we eſteem the leſs of Orthodox Councils becauſe of, 
.that > 3. Diſtinguiſh berweenthe Truth of Order, and Truth 
Poſitive. 7ohn $. 17. The teſtimony of two men # true : this is 
what God hath appointed forthe Preſervationof Society Humane 
and Chriſtian, That is a truth i foro, 'viz. in Church or Court, 
which may not be the truth poſitive, The God. of Truth bath 
made it for td keep Societies in peace ;z avd.if it Were nor for this 
Inſtitution, there could be no fittingin Judgement, or any Polity a- 
mong mens 4. Remember that: che Spirits of the Prophets are 
ſubj.&t ro the Propher1, 1 Cor.14.32. the Spirits of the Elders are 


ſubjeR tothe Elders, &c. If this be not.attended, there can be 
no. 
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n6 Adminiſtration, or elſe there muſt needs be a meer rixation and 
chiding-adminiſtration, W here there is liberty and the Old man, 
chere muſt needs be mach Controyerſle ; 'twere more ſad if there 
were no Remedy. The non-admiſſion of this help. renders the 
Churches, in cafe of Non-eEtion, like the field of the ſleeping 
Husbandwan, «Af arh.t 3.25, orelle like the Meeting of Lirael 
at Meribah; eitherno Adminiſtrations, or manifold Alterations, 
*Tis true, a Ship may live longer -in a Calm, then in a Stotm, but 
yet your Ship way be ſo long becalmed, that all the Proviſion 
may be ſpenc, and fo periſh in time; and it may be better periſh- 
ing in a Storm, thenin a Calm : a Storm is (wifter to periſhing, 
but both deftruRive, Either this Diſeaſe or that is mortal ; the 
difference may be, that the one is- Chronical, the other Acute : 
both are killing, No (you will {ay) if ſuch men be there that 
baye a fpirit of Meekneſs and Patience : Yea, but reade Exod, 

12. 3, and '/ ſal. 106.33. e Moſes the meekeſt man then on 
Earth, yetit went il] with 4oſes (tis ſaid) for their ſak's, How 
long did Moſes live at MMeribab 7 ſure I am it killed bim in a ſhort 
time, a man of as good a temper, as Could be expeed trom a 
meer man : [I tell you, it will not onely kill the People, but it will 

uickly kill e ACoſess Take beed of Meribah, and accept of 
the Remedy againſt your Dileale, Ob}. e Al ay not a good 
man {ffer ty thus means? Anſwe. Sometimes we are called to 
tuffer ; and fubje&ion to Order may be accompanied with ſuf- 
fering for the Truth : and better an innocent and good man after, 
then O:der, for rhat preſerves the whole, 

\ 3. SanRifie God in bis Providential Teſtimonies againſt a- 
bule of Liberry. Minde Solomon: caſe before-mentioned : Haye 
we not many Adyerſaries * Are we not Qut-caſts? Are we as much 
in'the hearts of others, as formerly? Are there not thoſe who 
labour to bereaye us of our Liberties? Let us SanRifie the 
Name of God herein. 

4. Attend we the Examples of the godly wiſe, for the con- 
timing of our Liberty , in Ike cafes, You will ſay, What is 
ebat? I anſwer, An Addreſs to the Supreme Authority, and a 
juſt Apologie, If any ſay, What Example in Scripture baye we 
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for an Addreſs> Let ſuch look to 2 K mgs 4+ 13. Wouldſt thoa be 
Siken for to the King 7 This did not unbecome the Prophet to 
propound to her. Remember E7ra 7.6. & 4.6,13, Eſth. 4. 8. 
Nehem. 2.4. did Nehemiah do the people wrong therein ® 44 
God (faith he) remember me for good in this. There was Accu- 
{ations written againſt them 3 Rehum and Shimſha: write, Tatnai 
and Shethar-boJna: Write againſt them, Sanbalart writes : Shall 
there be thoſe that Petition againſt, and ſhall none Petition for 
Iſrael? EFra's and Nehewnrav's Petitioning , and promoting 
their Petitions to the King, were not interpreted as a&ts of dit- 
fidence unto God, or of irregular compliance, nor themſelyes as 
men lcfs friends to the Church and Civil Liberties, nor looked 
upon as unworthy to be continued in their Truſt and Eſteem a- 
mong the People. eMordecai counſels Eſther to go in unto the 
King, and ſpeak to bim, though it was with the peril of her life, 
' To make an Addreſs then is not that which is not according to 
Scripture, Thelike I might fay relating toan Apologie. 

5. Let ns walk inthe uſe of our Liberty with innocency, and 
Without offence., To differ from our Orthodox, Pious, and 
Learned Brethren, is ſuch an affliRion to a Chriſtian and inge- 
nuous Spirit, as nothing but love to the Truth could arm a man 
of peace againſt : Our Profeſſion being in a way differing from 
theſe and thoſe, it doth the more concern us that our walking be 
yery cautelous, and that it be without giving any juſt offence. 
There will offence enough be taken at the Profeſſion of the Truth, 
though the Profeſſors thereof give none, The Profeſſion of the 
Truth draweth upon us enmity, but errour in our Profeſſion, and 
oft-ofive walking, deliyereth and betrayeth us into the hand of 
theenemy, And give me leaye to {p-ak fieely, Let us fee that we 
walk without offence roward Civil Authority: Suffer not your 
miades to be prejudiced againſt the preſent, and ancient Govern- 
ment of our Nation : la. 4.9. 23, K 't;5 (hall be thy N :rfin3- 
fathers, and Dems thy Nr jmgen others : "tis ſpoken of Gofſpel- 
times. Ir is not a Gofpel-ſpirit to be againſt Kings: tis neither 
Goſpel nor Enyl:ſh Spicit for any of us to be againl(t the G9- 


vernment by K-ng, Lords and Commons, It was the uſual {tra- 
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tagem anciently of the Adyerſary, to calumniate the Chriſtians 
as diſaffc ed to the State, and ſuch as were for Reformation, as 
Enemies to Ceſar. But el! could teſtifie in his time, Gratsas 
agimus Deo, &cs (in Apolog, pag.16.) That there could be no inſtance 
given , wherein they in that ſtate of« Reformation had offered any vio= 
lence to Princes, &c. So aid that famous Apologiſt. God make 
us more wiſe and religious then fo to Carry it, that they ſhould no 
ſooner ſeea Congregational-man, then to haye cauſe to ſay, They 
ſee an Enemy to the Crown, Prov. 24. 21. My ſon, fear thou the 
Lord, and the King, and meaddle not with them that are given to 
change. Eccleſ,10,20, Curſe not the King, no not in thy thought, 
Dan.6.22., lnnocency was found in me, (faith Danicl) and alſo be= 
fore thee, O King, have T done no hurts 1s thu thy woice, my ſon 
David ? 1 Sam, 26. 17. really ſo, not hypocritically > We baye 
ſevere Obſeryers ; Tongues are not untaught toinform againſt us, 
It is but wiſdome to give no cauſe , eſpecially ſuch as oux own 


Conſciences cannot teſtifie for, and ſuch as all Orthodox Churches. 


in the Proteſtant world will teſtifie againſt. 1n matters of the 
State-Civil, and of the Church, let it be ſhewn that we are his 
Diſciples, who {ſ{arrh.22.21,, laid, Give unto Ceſar the thirgs 
that are Ceſars, and unto God the thmgs that are Gods : and in mat- 
ters of Religion, letit be known that we are for Reformation, and 
not for Separation, 

6. Laſtly, Take care thar the Order of the Goſpel may baye 
a free paſſage in the Churches ; I mean, that our Pra&tice may 
effeQtually anſwer our DoRrine , in that Book entituled | The 
Platform of Chyrck- Diſcipline | Tis that for which we are-Ont- 
caſts at this day ; that (for the ſubſtance of it) is it that ſheweth 
what 7 ew-England is, I wouldI might fay that there are none 
amor our ſelyes that are againſt it. There wasa time when the 
General Court did approve of it, and when the Members of chat 
Synod pleaded for it, Our reality herein will be, in no {mall de- 
gre? , Critical of cue Integrity in this Undertaking; and our 
Acions maſt be the demonftrations of our Sincerity : This is a 


principal Inzredient of this heajing Plaiſter, and for the del Ct 


kcreof are ſuch frequent and ſcandalous Breaches.in our Chu;ches; 
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fo many Adminiftrations in yain, and ſuch ſad Non-adminiſtration, 
and Remora's, occaſioning that (ad Quzrie of SpeRators, Whe= 
ther the Congregational-way be pratlicable, yea or not * I beſeech 
you conſider whom it is that it doth concern to anſwer this Ob- 
jeRion ; you that are conſcientious do not forget it, at Whom the 
ſick lyes in oneorder or another, If we cannot build without the 
noiſe of Hammers, yield that we are not Temple-workmen : yield 
we muſt, either that the Congregational-way is not the way of 
God, or that We are unfit for the behaviour of the Houle of 
God, As concerning the Charch-government according to the 
Platform of Diſciple, the praRice of which doArine who 
careth for? is not this that truth which the Synod, Churches, 
the General Court ſometime made a good Confeſſion of, and that 
now no man comparatiyely careth for > £7ra 4. 8. Kevnm Cares 
not for it: wer, 23. Artaxerxes careth not for it: Nehems 48 
Sanballat, and Tobiah care not for it : the Epi/copa! man, the 
Presbyterian care not for ir, the ſorc//ian Careth not for it : the 
Merchant, the Souldier, the Husbaudman, the Labourer Careth not 
for it. Haggai 1, The people of 7eruſalem , the Church-members 
care not for it. 1 am apt ſometimes to think that Aaron may be 
Bader a temptation of irregular complyance ; but minde, {ers 
I5.19. Let them return” unto thee, but return not thou unto them : I 
may ſay thus much { and pardon my ſpeech) 4 more arm 
Miniſtry unro the People, 1 believe is not m the World, 1 beleec 
you let not Ceſr be killed in the Senate, after he bath fought ir 
out, and conquered in the Field : let us acknowledge the Order of 
the Elderſhip in our Churches in their way, and the Order of Couns 
cils in their way, duely back'd and encouraged; without which, 
Experience will witneſs that theſe Churches cannot long 
conſiſt, 

God hath opened the month of the Speaker to you this day, 
it being a day wherein after ſo many attempts and feares, you are 
betruſted with your Liberties for another year. You haye this 
years oportunity, and at ſuch a time, and bleſſed be the Lord God 
of our Fathers, who bath put ſuch a thing in the Kings heart, ſo 


facre to accept your Application to bis Majeſty, as not oaely t@ 
C 2 give 


I 4 
give you the oportunity of the year preſent, bur alſo encourage- 


Sion the Ont-caſt healed of ber Wounds, 


—_— 


ment for many yearsto come, Let all of us be ſtirred up by the 
Lord, and at ſucha time, to ſtrengthen the hand of Zerubbabel, 
and 7: h1jhu, by your profeſſed ſubjeCion to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
Do not betray liberty, under the pretence of liberty. You that 
are in the bonoured Magiſtracy, remember Dav:as troubles, Pſa; 
132.1,5, he could notreſt till the Ark badreſt, And thoſe that 
are inthe Miniſtry, remember Paut's troubles, and what his cares 
were, 1 Cor.11.28, Letus all minde what were the troubles and 
thoughts of heart that were in thern that lived in the dayes of 
Malachi, Chap 3.16, But are there not many that minde onely 
their cieled houſes, &c > and how much doth the work of the 
Out-caſt lye unattewpted, witneſs the (ick eftate of the Churches: 
and how canit be remedied, if we will not acknowledge Order ? 
and ſhall I ſay that we are real therein? You have brought 
ppon your ſelves real troubles, and likewiſe upon your Relations 
abd Friends in England, and thole bere that ſuffcr with you in this 
Exile : See then that you be not bypocritical, but real to the 
Truth which you bave profefſed. I could tell you, and you muſt 
not forget it, That there have Leen A1cn of Renowr, as they are 
called Numb.16.2, Famons mm the Congregation cf 1jrae!, that did 
go out of Ezypr, bur yet could not endure the Order of Godin 
the Wilderneſs. Let us ſhew it, that we miſtook not our ſelyes, 
pretending to comeinto this Wilderneſs to live under the Order of 
the Goſpel. We are Ourt-caſts indeed, and reproached ; but let 
us be ſuch Out-cafts as are cariog for the Truth, and therefore not 
ro negle& an Apologie : it doth become, and greatly concern Gods 
Out-cafts to minde it. You know there are thoſe who repreſent 
you as difaffe&ed ro Government, and as Se&aries, and Schiſma- 
ticks, and as Fanaticks: you fee cauſe to Apologize therein, And 
for that term of [ Fanarick ] you muſt remember it is not- of 
yeſterday, however it be now uſed or abuſed. You may learn the 
originalulſe of it from that diftribution of Profeſſors, in relation 
to Churcb- government, in former times, into four ſorts, v:7. 
Orthogox:, ontificu, Katioyales, and Fanatic, ButI truft chat God 
goth, and Angels and Men fhall know that we are A” 
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Gods Out-cafts are not Favaticks, The Woman in the wilder- 
neſs may haye the vomit of the Dragon caſt in her face, if you 
let it lye on, you will ſuffer ; waſh it off therefore by an Apo- 
logie. Thus did f ſim «MM irtyr, Terri #:an, Tre), and others in 
their time. Giye not the advantage of interpreting Silence as 
Conſent, nor thipk it labourloſt if an Apologie will waſh your 
face. And though we may be caft out by men, yet may we hope 
that God will look after bis Out-caſts, and care for us, being Out- 
caſts for the Truch. Let it appear that we are ſuch Our-caſts, to 
whom the calamity and temptations of Out-cafts are ſanctifiedz 
Our-cafts healed : Out-cafts that care for the truth, and then Out- 
caſts on which God will bring the bleſſing of his own people. 
If this plaiſter findeth acceptance with you, you ſhall fiade eſteem, 
and acceprance, and fayour from God and man, Ler us all labour 
{o to carry it, as that we may haye this R-joycing of 4 good (onf- 
c:ence to ſweeten that bottle fall of tears ſhed in your Out-caſt 

condition in this wilderneſs, »:7. That we came into it, not onely 

with a Spirit teſtifying, according to the Scriptures, againſt the 

Inyentions of men, but alſothat we do come up unto the Ioſtitu- 

tions of Chriſt ; that as we baye departed from Inyentions Hu- 

mane, ſ> we may not be found to be, or here continue oppolers 

againſt Toſticutions Divine; that we are not negligent of, but 
_ to that Order of the Goſpel which we are Out-calts 

ors 
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John 14. 3» 


eAnd if I go to prepare a place for you, 1 will come again , and 
—_— you te my ſelf, that where 1 am, there you may bs 
{0s 


ſolation, to ſupport the Diteiples againſt the ſuffering 
% > Which they were to conflit with, either /» the way 
>% of Truth, or For the way of Truth, This Verſe 
bolds forth the ſecond Argument of Conſolation ; the former 
you bave in the ſecond Verſe: ir is taken from the Place they 
were to be taken to after Death, And this Argument in this Verſe 
is taken from the Company they ſhall haye in that place; and ihat 
is his Perſonal Preſence, his full and clear Preſence : Where I amy 
there you ſhall be alſc, | 
Now this Argument of Conſolation is deſcribed, x. From 
the Scope of Chriſt in preparing ſuch a place for them; and it 
was, that be and they might be there togerher: 1 go to prepare 4 


place 
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place for you, that where I am, there you may be Alſo. 2, It is de- 


clared from the Time when they muſt expe their-being taken to- 


Chriſt; and that is, when he Comes again : 1 will come again, and 
recerve you tomy ſelf, 3, It is declared from the Efficient of it, 
the Undertaker of this ; and that is Himſelf: 1 will come again, 
and receive you tomy ſelf. 
To open the words thus reſolyed. 

I. Touching the Preſence of Chriſt and Believers together 
[ That where 1 am, there you may be aiſo | you muſt underſtand 
this (of his Preſence emphatically ſo called) of. bis Preſence in the 
place of Bleſſedneſs: in 1hy Preſence 1s fulneſs of joy, Plal, 16. 
I1. There is a double Preſence of Chriſt, but he means here his. 
Preſence in Glory, wbere we ſhall ſee him as be vs, 1 Job, 3.2, I 
ſaid, this Argument of their Conſolation was declared from the 
Scope of it; I go to prepare a place for you, that where { am,there 
you may be al/o : it was one great end of his being a Fore-runner, 
Secondly, be ſhould fail of his Fidelity and Ability, if there ſhould 
be a diſappointment, 

2, From the Time | When 1 come again] Chriſts coming is 
either bis laſt Coming.or his coming by Death. Of his laſt comiog 
you reade 1 T heſ,4.18, Of hiscoming by Death, you reade Lke 
23.43» Today thou ſhalt be with me in Paradicee Now the Soul 
goes to Chriſt, when He comes to us by Death: at bis laft coming 
both Soul and Body ſhall be together with him, 

3. This Argument of Conſolation is deſcribed by the Efſicient 
of it,or Undertaker, | /will receive you to my ſelf | We may doubt 
how ourSouls, when we dye, ſhall come to Heaven : why, faith 
Chriſt, 7 will come, and rece:ve you tomy ſelf, They therefore lay 
properly, when they dye, that ſay, /n!o thy bands 1 commend my 
Spirit, Plal.31.5. it is a proper ſaying ſo to ſpeak, becauſe Chriſt 
he doth receive them. And Seven (again) he ſpeaks, Atts 7.59, 

Lord Jeſus receive my Spit. Itis a bleſſed thing ro commit our 
Souls by Faith to Chriſt, when they go out of the Body. He 
comes by the miniſtry of bis Angels, or otherwiſe as he pleaſe : 
1 will come again, and receive vou tomy ſelf. You may remember 
the words of. Steven , be dying,.calie4 por Gol, and ſud, Lord 


7eſa 


The Believers Conſolation, in the remembrauce of 


Teſws receive my Spirit : -we receive Chriſt, and we receiye the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt; Now to as many as received him, 10 them gave be 
power, &c, Joh.1.12. Chriſt receives our Spirits (then: ) If we 
receive his Spirit now, he will receive our Spirits then ; / wif 
recetve you 30 my ſelf. 


Do@. That the effeftnal Remembrance, that at Death Chriſt will 
recerve our Souls unto Himſelf, us a Soveraign Preſervative ts 
quiet our Souls throughout all the Suffermgs we meet wuh, ether 
In the way of Truib, and For the way of Truth, during 
this lifes 


You ſhall finde in /ob 19.25. faith he, 7 know that my Re- 
deemer lwith : He wighe ſay, I know my Eſtate is gone, and I 
ſee that my Friends are gene, and my Children be gone, and my 
Health and Strength is gone, and the Grave is ready for me; bnt 
what ſtayes /obs heart now? I know that my Redeemer lives. 
This is a living truth for a dying man; know that my Redeemer 
lives, and that he ſhall ſtang im the latter day upon the earth, and 1 
ſhall ſee him, &c. This was now 1n the way of Truth, for you 
Cannot ſay that /+b was perſecuted For the way of Truth, But you 
ſhall finde in a way of ſuffering for the way of Truth, P4!l.1.23. 
T deſire to be diſſolved, and to be wth Chriſt : Having paſſed through 
many troubles, I would be ont of the body, and freed from the 
body of death ; I deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, 2. Cor. 
$+$. We are confident, and willing rather 0 be abſent from the boay, 
and preſent with tbe Lord. You mult either be abſent from the 
body, or abſent from the Lord; it is an bard thing to be abſent 
from the body, but not comparatively : We deſire rather to be ab= 
ſem from the body, and preſent with the Lord : We ſh:ll meet ihe Lord, 
and ſhall ever be with the Lord. What is the uſe of this, x 74:ſ.4 18, 
Comfort one another with theſe words * What are theſe Comforts? 
They are nothing but Promiſes ; Promiſes rightly applied, theſe 
are the Comforts of the holy Gboft : they bold torth more good, 
then the aflition doth eyil. 1f you would comfort one another, 
bring out the Promiſe, that is comfortable and ſeafonable. Cam:forr 
one 
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one ancthcy ; With what ? with theſe words ; for in thein the Com- 
forter dot!) come and apply comfort. 

- Keaſ' 1. Becaule hereby we are made fit for this reſt, fit to be with 
Chriſt; ti:at is,by our trouble,& by this remembrance; Mixing this 
remembrance with our trouble,doth fit us forthis place. 2 Cor, oF. 
Fe that worketh us to the ſclf-ſame thing,zsucd: For what thing? for 
our heayenly houſe,cur%oſe not =: ade with bands : he tat fits us for 
theſe things, is God, And thus doth he fir us by trouble, by theſe 
matters of proanjng that do paſs over us from day to day. This 
ſhould be a great incouragement ; There #5 4 place prepared for you, 
but remember you muſt be fit for your place : you are not fir for 
your place, in that you are meerly Regenerate, but you mult pals 
through ſuch a meaſure of Obedience both ative and patliye thar 
Is appointed for J Ou, that by this means you may be icet for the 
mberitance of the Samts 1m light, The place is fit for us already, but 
we are not fit for it as ſoon as We are Regenerate: 2 Cer. 5, he 


doth there inſtance in the troubles of the body, the grief of the 


ourward man: we are burthened with our bodv, but all this while 
a fitting for our place, If you belong to God, he is working you 
ro 194 jeif-ſame thing ; be your trouble this or that (the Cholick, 
Pallie, Stone, or whatever) he is working us for the ſeif-ſame th:ny : 
This is a grear matter in our troubles, to conſider that God by 
them is fiting 1s for ourplace in Heaven, 

Keefe. 2, From the Quality of the Undertaker, that bath aun- 
dertaK2n the reception of our Souls to bimſelf; / will come, and 
Tece;ve y.u iomy ſtif, If it be fo, letus 14.1 ſuffer accerdmy to the 
w:4 of God (1 Pet.4.19.) conmit the keepmy of o«r Souls to him : 
Fou may dolely do ir, he ſends a fiery Charioc for Einch; 1.k.ly 
It was an Anoel, Ele mares his A -gels Spirit, bis M7 iniſtrrs «le 
of fire, 'Heb.1.7, Chriſt hath his way to car! y your Souls to Hea- 
ven : you donor belizye whar a condition vour Souls will be in. as 
{don asever they are out of the body : do but think what a mecr- 
ing here is; bur we believe not theſe thinzs. As Chriſt, when 
be lent to Hs Diſciples to comfort them, { Luke 24.11.) th.y 
thought they Were :4/e tu.cs : 13 when we hear of theie tihings,; 
w2 look at them but as idle 74/c- 3 bur, {airh Chriit, [ wit came, and 
receive you 10 my [ef. D Ref, 
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7eſus recerve my Spirit : -we receive Chriſt, and we receiye the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt; Now to as many as received him, 10 them gave be 
power, &c, Joh.1.12. Chriſt receives our Spirits (thea: ) If we 
receive his Spirit now, he will receive our Spirits then ; 7 wilt 
recerve you 70 my ſelf. 


Do&. That the effeftual Remembrance, that at Death Chriſt will 
recerve our Souls unto Himſelf, ts a Soveraign Preſervative to 
quiet our Souls throug hout all the Suſfermgs we meet wuh, either 
In the way of Truib, and For the way of Truth, during 
this lifes | 


You ſhall finde in /ob 19.25. faith be, 7 know that my Re- 
deemer lrveth : He might ſay, I know my Eſtate is gone, and I 
ſee that my Friends are gene, and my Children be gone, and my 
Health and Strength is gone, and the Grave is ready for me; bnt 
what ftayes /obs heart now? I know that my Redeemer lives. 
This is a living truth for a dying man; 7kynow that my Redeemer 
lives, and that be ſhall ſtang im the latter day upon the earth, and [ 
ſhall ſee him, &cs This was now 1n the way of Truth, for you 
Cannot ſay that /9b was perſecuted For the way of Truth, But you 
ſhall fnde in a way of ſuffering for the way of Truth, P4!l.1.23. 
T deſire to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt : Having paſſed through 
many troubles, I would be ont of tbe body, and freed from the 
body of death ; 7 deſire to depart, and-to be with Chriſt, 2. Cor. 
$+8. We are confident, and willing rather 0 be abſent from the body, 
and preſent with the Lord. - You mult either be abſent from the 
body, or abſent from the Lord; it is an bard thing to be abſent 
from the body, but not comparatively : We deſire r.uther 10 be abs 
ſent from the body, and preſent with the Lord : We ſhall meet the Lord, 
and ſhall ever be with the Lord. What is the uſe of this, x 74:ſ.4 18, 
Comfort one another with theſe words * What are theſe Comforts ? 
They are nothing but Promiſes ; Promiſes rightly applicd, theſe 
are the Comforts of the holy Gboft : they bold torth more good, 
then the afflition doth evil. 1f you would comfort one another, 
bring out the Promiſe, that is comfortable and ſcafonable. Coa:ſorr 
one 
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one another ; With what ? with theſe words ; for in then the Com- 
forter doth come and apply comfort. 


- Keaſ' 1. Becauſe hereby we are made fit for this reſt,fit to be with . 


Chriſt; ti:at is,by our trouble,& by this remembrance; Mixing this 
remembrance with our trouble,doth fit us forthis place. 2 Cor.5.5, 
He that worketh ws 10 the ſclf-ſame thing,wvcd: For what thing? for 
our heayenly houſe,our %orſe not ade with hands : he that fits us for 
theſe things, is God, Ard thus doth he fir us by trouble, by theſe 
matters Of groaning that do paſs over us from day to day. T his 
ſhould be a great incouragement ; There 5s a place prepared fon yor, 
but remember you muſt be fit for your place : you are not fit for 
your place, in that you are meerly Regenerate, but you muſt pals 
through ſuch a meaſure of Obedience both ative and patlive thar 
Is appointed for you, that by this means you may be ricer for the 

mberitance of the Saints 11 rght, The place is fit for us already, but 
we are not fit for it as ſoon as we are Regenerate: 2 Cer. 5. he 


doth there inſtance in the troubles of the body, the grief of the © 


outward man: we are burthened with our bodv, but all this while 
a fitting for our place, If you belong to God, he is working you 
ro 194 jeif-[ame thing ; be your trouble this or that (the Cholick, 
Palſte, Stone, or whateyer) he is working us for the ſeif-ſame th:uy : 
This is a great matter in our troubles, to conſider that God by 
themis firting »s for our place in Heaven. 

Keeſ. 2, From the Quality of the Undertaker, that bath un- 
dertakey the teception of our Souls to biceſelf ; { will Come, atd 
reCe:ve y:m 10my ſiif, If it be lo, letus that ſuffer accoramng to the 
w:4 of God (1 Pet.4.19.) commit the Reepmng of oxr Sonls to hum: : 
Fou may voldly do it, he ſends a fiery Charior for E144 ; 1.k.ly 
It was an Angel, 4c mates his Angels Spiritt, bus Viimiſtrrs « fl oe 
of fire, 'Hib.1.7. Chriſt hath his Way tO Carty your Souls ty Hea- 
ven : you donor belizye what a condition vour Souls will be in. as 
{don asever they are out of the body : do but think what a mee- 
ing here is; bu: we believe not theſe things, As Chiiſt, when 
be ent to Hs Diſciples to comfort them, (Luke 24.11.) th.y 
thought they were :a/e r4.es : ſy when we hear of thete binge, 
we louk at them but as tale rate 3 bat, {aith Chr:it, 1 ww: C3mt, and 
receive you 10 my [ef D Rel, 
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Af .re 1 dye, Gen.q45,38, What was the reaſon of it? there was 


Reaſe 3. Taken from the Perſon we ſhall be with,namely,Chriſt. 
Phil.1.23. You ſhall be with Chriſt, which us beſt of all, Or which is 
farre better : Thereis no better Houſe then this Manſion, there is 
no better Preſence then his Preſence ;. therefore well might be ſay, 
T: 25 beſt of all, or farre betters 

1:ſtri:10n 1, Learn from hence, that the moſt and the greateſt 
Communion that we have with Chriſt in his life, {till leaves us in 
a cond.tion of abfencefrom Chriſt, compared with that Commu- 
nion we ſhall baye with him after death : So faith the Apoſtle, 
2 Cor. 5. 8. We are willing 10 be abſent from 1he body, and preſent 
wi'h the Loyd; ver. 6. for while we are at nome m the body, we are 
abſuu from the Ld : Tt is a place of abſence from the Lord, that 
is, compared with what we ſhall haye aſrer death, If you think 
of Part, Who did enjoy Chriſt more then 7a! did > Did not 
Paul enjoy Church-communionÞ Yes; but notwithſtanding this 
WAS. a place of al {ence from the Lora, compared with the ſociety 
that by ceath he ſhould be in, Was not Pa+/ acquainted with 
any godly men? you know what he ſaith of 7:1n.v-y 3 but yet 
(ſaith he) / ann atſenr from mins own peopice , The word that is 
here trar-flated | 44ſen:] fignifies Aiſence from 14 on people : he 
loved [:mothy well, bur he thinks the Spirits of 1«/l men made per- 
fect, exceed the Spirit of T:mohy: Here is no Companion chart 1s 
like the Company there ; bere is no Communion will ſatisft@ here. 
Where moſt of Chriſt is, it is b:{t, but yer it is «{jence compart- 
Lively; We are abſent from the Lord. 

Inſtr. 2, The New man {the Belfever). is never at reſt till heis 
with Chr.& in bis Manſion-houſe. 1f you never finde any ſuch 
thing in you, bur that, if you might haye your d:.fice, you Would 
be bere alwayes, believe it you have not this New man-in you : 
this New man neyer is at reft, till it comes to Cirſt, It is tine, 
there is weakneſs in the beſt, and unbelief may Prevail too-too 
much, but | ſpeak of this new Nature that is in theſe, and reigns 
in theſe that are Regenzrate, You K1ow how It is with thoſe 
that loye ene another : after that 7.c:4 knew what was become 
of f-{-p4, there was no ſtaying of Facobz, Let me go and ſee him 
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an intire loye one unto another. You know how it is with thoſe 
that do indeed loye one another, that have been long abſent one 
from another, they cannot reſt until they meet : Was there any 
did ever loye another, as the New man loyes Chriſt > The New 
man loyes him wich 2 divine love, rhe coals thereof are coals of fire, 
which bath a moſt vehement flame, Cant. $8.6, There are ſome on 
earth that do long after Chriſt ; there are thoſe on earth that do 
deſire afcer Heayen : and do any love another, as Jc{ns Chriſt 
loves the New man ? There muſt be a meeting between theſe two 
Lovers ; / will come, and recerve you to my ſclf, Mark how 7ohn 
concludes the Revelations, Chap,22. ver.21. Behold { come, faith 
Chriſt : He that -teſtifieth of theſe things, ſaith, [ come ; Amen, even 
ſo come Lord T:\us, Here is& longing to be with Chriſt. In any of 
your quzries concerning Chriſt, you are neyer at reſt cill you come 
to Heayen : it is the proper Being of the Sun to be in motion; 
this New man is a divine man, and his motion is Kill unto, and 
afcer Chriſt. 

Inſtruttion 3," The death of the Bclieyer, it is a reception of 
the Soul by Chriſt Jeſus. Chriſt receiving of our Soules at Death, 
Is an incouragement to ſtrengthen us againſt the fear of Death, 
Are you affraid of going to your Manſion houſe ? are you aftraid 
of going to Chriſt? Mark what the Apcfile faith, Pu. 1,23. 
1 ac{ire ro depart, and to be with Chriſſ, The Greek word is 4 
Marriners Phraſe, and ſipnifies as much as to ſet ſayle from the 
ſhore : 1 defire wy time were come to be looted, that I might go 
to my Manſion, * There are three Cords or Bonds that do 
Intangle us, the loofing from which doth ſweeten Death to us: 
I. The Bond of the Croſs ; + deſire to be diflolved, and looſed 
from the affli tions and miſeries of this prelens life: This is in 
it's placea lawful thing to defire in Gods time. 2, There is 4 
Bond 'of Cortuprtion, the body of Death; this 1 defice to be 
looſed from : © wretch:d munthit { am, who ſhall aclyer me jrem 
tbe body of this Death | Rom. 7, 24. There are panys in the Beſt 
Bat if you bave the new man in you, you cannot bear them: 
There is Vain-glory there, and there is Impatience there, and there 


. is Envy there, and Unfpiritualneſs, which tbe Belieyer cannct 


— bear ; 
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bear; I defire therefore to be looſed from the Body. Ir is ſaid 
" Hezen:ius. of one, © that he would bind a dead Corpſe to a living man, and 


{ ke would torture them. T his new man is bound to a dead Corps: 
there is no part of the Underſtavrdivg, Will, or AfﬀeQions, 
throughout the whole man , but this dead Corpſe is there. 
3. Thereis the Cord of our abſence from Chriſt : that he ex- 
pieſſ-th, as if it did iv an eſpecial manner move with him to be 
wirk C 5rijt, which # the beſt of ai's Simeon Ipeaking of death, 
Lor? now leref} thou thy Servant depart in peace, Luth, 2. 29% as if 
be ſhould ſay; Give me my diſrriflion ( as we uſe to ſpzak, from 
one Church to another : ſo here) from a Society Militant, to a 
Society Triumphant : So you ſee here he calls it but a dilmitlion; 
?t Came to paſs win the time was come that he ſhould be received up, 
Zyk, 9.51. relating to his death : if you did but thick that this 
were the great buſt1eſs when you dye, namely, the receiving. of 
your Soules, you would not be troubled: you. cannot give up 
your Soules into better hands. I h: 5.24. you ſhall there finde it 
15 called a paſſage from one Room to another, he is paſſed from 
deathtolife: it is like a paſting, from one room into anotter, 
Lock at death as in the Cucſe, and what more terrible> But lovk 
at itinthe Promiſe, and it hath another kind of aſpect. 1 Cor, 
Z5+ 43+ you keethere it is compared to ſowing ; :« ſown #2 
weakbm ſt, is raiſed in pow:re This is now with relation to tire 
body, it is but ſowing of it, it ſhallriſe again, and that with. ad- 
vantape : you are not affraid of ſowing your ſeed, that will bring 
agladharveſt. It isa going from thole that are not our own 
people. to thoſe that are our own people, 2 Cor, 5, 6, 8. it may be 
you bave a friend here, but ir is not an ordinary thingto meet with 
2 /onathan here, Itis but a going. from them who are not our 
people, whom we cannot ſo fully cloſe with; nay you cannot cloſe 
with your own ſouls fally,while here; but you are going from thole 
who ave not your people, to thole w-29 ace your Ny l:, where YOu (hall 
find perk & clofing with this new man ; you are come tO re 5purt's 
of J ft 15en made perfect, Would you ke what 'Pcrer faith concerne 
mg death, 2 Pe'.1.14- { muſt put off my tab.rnacte : it is a ſtrange 
7,1; aſ:, he rak's no more of it, then for E::ja% to pur off his. 
| mantle. 
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mantle, What athing was it for £154 to let his mantle fall, be 
gets him up into his Chariot and lers gobis mantle : I ſpeak this, 
that you may ſee what expreſſions the Scripture gives concerning 
dearth: O let my lafi exd be like bis) I tell you it is a lovely thing, 
Lt me dye the death of the Right ws, let rwy laſt end te like bes: 1 
tcl! you there is another gocd.in their laſt end, that the unbeleiyer 
is not aware of, It is but a going our of one place to another, 
E have done with this, when I have minded you of that place, 
x Th-ſ. 4. 14. They fleep, andthey ſleep in Jeſus : 7h:y ao rhar 
ſl ep m teſus [hall God bring with him : you ſee two bodics lye by 
che wall. and chey look both al.ke, buc { believe it ) they are noc 
bath al:ke in the Fromile; if one be a Believer, and the other an 
Unbtliever , one is gone to this Manſlon place, the othec 
not. 
Inſtr. 4; The preſence of Jeſus is the place of bl:M.qnef; : 
So ſ{aith-Chriſt here, / w:/1 take you to ry ſel}, and you ſhall be 
where I aw. Weſhallſee him, we ſhall be inligkaned by bim, we 
ſhall be fati-fied in bim, and bleſſed with bim, 
1, We ſhall ſtebim: 1 19.3.2, IVe ſpl [ce him as be ths 
2. We ſhall ſee him, fo.asto be :nlyined by Mm, Plal. 36.0, 
In thy Light we ſhall (ce light: They are waryellous Lights, that 
aie inthe piace of Bleſſ.daeſs. : 
3. We fſball be ſarzfed in bim. Plal,17.15. ls for me, when 
T aw«k: I (hl be ſarufid with thy likeneſs, A ſatisfeR.on 
there will be at our D,fl.lution, tkongh more fully at the Refur- 
rection. 
4. We ſhall be Bl:frd with him, Bleſſed ave the pure in heart, 
{Mat.5.8./ fir they ſr.l fee Gods, Then you that hear me, lock to 
our hearts, for it is not whether you are rich or poor ; but, &/e/- 
ſ- d are the pure m heart, for they ſhall ſee Gods But whatis it to fre 
God ? I jhall fee mv Redeemer, ſaith /cb : and thar is true, the eyes 
of our bod:es may-ee the body of Chriſt ; bur yox ſh: ſee Goa, you 
Mall ſee Dim face tO face,you (hall ſee him as 2 1', I tell you-the {oul 
of man is never at reſt till it ſees God. Sore ſhall neyer ſee God & 
eherfore never be at reſt; There & no peccrgn0 veſt ro the wicked.Ia.57. 
21. ſauh iz Cod, Bur NUW. the _ reſts when it comes to /ze God: 
9. 3. 87 


X 
”” Ly _ *** 
Ply" 
OI 


© 4 m4. 
. TP 
= 
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He is ſuch an Obje&, as nothing without him will ſatisfie our 
Souls: may be they may be pleaſed, as children with a Rattle, for 
a while here, but not ſatisfied without him ; therefore know it, 
theſe Souls of ours are more worth then we are apt to think of, 
prize them how you will, ' 

Unto the ſeemg of God (to ſpeak plainly) there are three things 
that are required : 

I. There is required an Object. 

2. There is required :he Parifying and Perfefting of the Under- 

anding. 
3. Thereis required the Light of Glory, which may enable the 
Soul to ſee that Objitt. Now 

I, The Obje& is God, we ſhall ſee him: 7 ſhall ſee Ged, 
Job 19.26. not onely ſee hi Redeemer, but 7 ſhall ſee God: whate 
eyer might be the meaning of ob, yet we ſhall ſee him as be &, 
x Job.3.2. We ſball ſee hims face to face, 1 Cor,13.12. Itistrae, 
we cannot ſee infinitely, our capacities cannot be made infinite; 
yet we may ſee bim that is Infinite, we may fee him apprehenſive» 
ly, though not comprehenſively ; yet we {hall ſee him ſo as to fill 
the Soul, though not ſee him fo as to comprebend him, but we 
ſhall apprebend ſo wuch of him as we are capable. 

2, There is the Per fetting and Purifying of the Underſtanding : 
that muſt be purified from all Ignorance, Sin, and Darkneſs, and 
Miſtake. 

3. There is the Light which God doth communicate of Glory : 
As we have here 1he Light of Grace, ſo there is the Light of 
Glory, which enables a Soul to fee him according to the Viſion 
of Glory. | But what do we ſee in the ſeeimg of God Welee 
bis Z:inc, or Effence; as the ObjeR is united to the Faculty rela- 
tively, not formally. We ſhall ſee the 4t:7:bates of God , they 
which are in Heaven, you ſhall ſee what they are making mention 
of, Rev. 4. Holineſs, Almightineſs, Erernity : - You know not 
what O-mmpotency is now, but then you ſhall know it more; you 
know not *Perfeft Hlineſ; now, but then you ſhall know it more: 
and we ſhall ſee the Trinity z H+ :hat hath ſeen me, (lobn 14.9.) 
hath ſeen the Father : And we hall fee Chrif, that Perſon that ig 
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his heavenly Manſion prepared for bim by Chriſt. 


God and Man, And for the Counſel of Gerd, we ſhall ſee it : it 
ſhall be an open Beok, ſo far as concerns our happineſs. Now 
when the Soul comes to this, you will baye no further need of en- 
quiry, [ What God is ?] or | Wear Chriſt 5? ] you will never be 
ſatisfied till then, you will neyer loye God perfe&tly till rhen, and 
you will never reſt in him here, as you will then : you ſhall.come 
to underſtand that then | 5/efſed 2re the pare miear: for hty ſpall 
ſee Guad ] 

Exhort, 1. It is abundaritly to incourage eyery Chriſtian to 
conſtancy inthe profeſiion of rhe truth, notwithſtanding all the 
ſuffering we may meet with,either 1 1he way of truth, or for the L292 
of irmh, This is that which fobn makes uſe of, 1 {bx 3- 2. We 
Shall fee him as he #s 5; and, He that hath thus hope to ſee Goo, p :rifie:h 
himſelf , even as hz is pure, ver. 3, Do you ſay you baye bope to 
fee God? this is a very purifying meditation, Can you endure 
any impurity, and yet maintain this hope in you ro lee Chriſt > 
Ltts24, 15,16, mark there how it did work with him; 44 
have hope towards God,which themſelves alſo allow : I bave ops that T 
{hill ſce God, and that there is ſuch a trath as the reſurrc tion; Leven 
ts do [ exerciſe my ſelf, t9 have alwayes a Conſcience void of 6ffeiicry 
both towards God and towards Man: they that are falſe to his 
truth, they ſhall not ſee him, that dye without Repentance of it: 
herein do 1 labour to keep alwayes a Conſcience clear beth 
towards God and man ,.that this may not binder me from 
a ſight of this 'Manſion: 2 Cor. 5, 8, 9. ſpeaking to the fame 
purpoſe, i'e dire to be n# h the Lord: wherefore we latorr, tl at 
whetter preſent or obſer, we may be accepted of bins Thus youſce 
what this mcdiration duti call for : this makes a man or veman 
of alabouring fpiric, it cails for adherence to tle trut! :; And 
more parcicularly, conſider then whar it is to be & Chriſtian in 
earneſt, to be ſuch a Chriſtian as waiks in that way, wherein tiiey 
walk that have the Promile ro go to Chriſt, when their S0:jes go 
out of the body; theſe aic ſach as tte elLyen were, natdec't 2s 
Jain Ws; he went the 0iber way, be went ts #5 oye place. You 
muſt be {uch Chriſtians as the Apolties were, that is, ſuch as du 


continue with Clift iarhe p. ofclitga of 2:5 truth, that you,, n.Ay 
\ be. 
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be Conquecours in holding on in your Profeſſion. 

2. Conſider what you miſt expe& while you are 1n yOur way 
you muſt expc& ſuch troubles, as nothing will quiet yon, bur the 
exerciſe of Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, Your bearts they will be aſ- 
ſaulted, but /er not Jour hearts Le troubled : the Truth it will cauſe 
trouble to you, though you think of carrying of it never ſo in- 
offenſively, and amiably among m:n. Chriſt, by all his good 
Carriage, Could not reconcile thoſe tbat hated the truth : Hence 
thoſe that profeſs the truth, let them not think ſtrange if they 
meet with trouble. Tzin ( ARs 9.31.) had the (kurches reſt 
Other places have reſt very frequently ; but for the Churches, 
thoſe that profeſs the Truth to have reſt, is a ſpecial fayour of 
God. 

3. Your troubles here, while you Carry it with a Chriſtian 
Spirit , they ſhall fit you for this bleſſed eftate; as it is ſaid 
2 Cor. 5.5. | He that work«th ns to the ſelj-ſ«me thing, ] You may 
thirk God means evil to you, when you meet with affl:@tion and 
trouble ; but, provided you are /» the wy of Truth, or be it For 
rhe way of Truth, that which God ayms at, is to fit you for your 
Manſion-place, Chriſt would fit us to be in tle body, and he 
would fit us to goout of the body; He works ws to the ſeilſ-ſame 
thing, If you!l:avea ſtrong body, he would fir you for that bo- 
dy to walk with tim in thatbody. Saith C.{:4, Joſh. 14.11, / 
have as ſtrom? a body, as in ihe day that Meſes ſent me, Now as it 18 
a £-eat matter to have ſuch a body , ſo it is a great watter to 
walk with God in ſucha body : if you have an heal:hful body, 
be would Gt you to w.lk wirh bim in that body, that yu  y 
know Lew to poſſ-ſs yorr weſſel m ſarttification and bunour , not 
that your body ſhould be the {laye of filthy luſts, Suppoſe you 
have a ſickly body, 2 Tor. 4.10, Our ontward min GirCa yet, Lut 
var lugpard man vu ren: wed day by day : ard he worketh ws ro the 
ſe f-ſceme 141g, by fitting us to go out of the body; is 20, 
24. eat 1 miy finih my conſe with Jars and the OAmiſiry thai 41 
hav: riceved, 

4. Concurrc with God in this ſcope of his Providence to you ; 
be is fi:t ng of you to walk with God, If he fit you to p3 

CuT 


his heavenly M anſton prepared for bim by Chrif. 
"wut of the body, or to be in the body, cloſe with him, as the 
 Patiecit cloſeth with the Phyſician; interpret the Changes thar 
are upon you, of one nature or of another, interpret them as 
diſpenſatons whereby God works to fit you to be with him in 


the body, -or to go to him when you go out of the body. Let 
us work together with him; / did t ro humble them, Dem. 8,16. 
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then cloſe with bim, and ſay, This is his end ; and for that end. 


joyn with him, You ſhall fGnde more trouble then reſt, while 
you are 2 the you ſhall finde more reſt then trouble, when 
you are at the end of your way, You that are loyers of "truth, 
more then of thepleaſures of Sin, you ſhall finde more trouble 
" thenreſt while you are in the way ; but when you are out of the 
body, you ſhall bave full reſt without any trouble: you ſhall 
bave Truth enough, and Peaceenough. That” which is bard to 
gain now,is Union in the Truchz bur then you ſhall have Union 
enough, and Truth enough : you ſhall findg Chriſt making good 
that eeuth to you, that He will come, and recerve you 10 himſelf. 
When Noah put forth his band, and received the Doye into the 
Ark, it was a welcome eaſe: ſo will it be to your Souls when 
they haye been wearied with ſo many troubles, and Chriſt Jeſus 
Shall come, and receive yors to himiſe!f, when your Souls go out of 
the body ; for otherwiſe the Devil will be ready to receive them, 
and to carry them to Hell, Whither weat D:ves Soul when ir 
went out of his body? you that are now in Pleaſures, whither 
went Dives Soul? it is not faid he was an Adulterer, or & 
D.unkard; but be was a man of Pleaſures, | [1 thy life trme then 
badjt thy goad rhmgr, Luke 16, 25,] But what became of his 
Soul when it went oucof the body Þ And being in Hel!, he lift up 
hu eyes in torments, (ce VEr.23., Gen.46, when foſeph received 
7.cob, and bis Brethren, after fo long an abſence, judge what 
a contentment there was: cob fell upon f oſephs neck , and 
?:{-pb fell upon /zcobs neck : but their embraces are not to be 
mentioned with the embraces of Chriſt and the Soul, Do g92%, 
that when you dy: , the good you have doe may receive you to 


everlaſting habit 2t1onrs Tour works ſhall jillogp yur. I was the 
E ; ſpeech 
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* Aubroſe ſpeech of' one, I bave wot ſo lived, as that 1 am aſhamed to 


live any longer; nor am 1 4fraid'to dyes'\ Labour fo to :lives as 
you may be uſeful in the body, and ſo as yoa may not be aſhamed 
to go out of the body, but may ſay as /obn did, who was an 
old men , and a Diſciple, 1 come quickly: Even ſo,, come. Lord 
Jeſus, come quicklys | 3 aus>3 


. 


Þ 


THE 


No 
= 


CU Ag 
— 


29 


SEBHEESLIBBREDRSEN 
THE EVANGELICAL WORSHIPPER, 


Subjefting to the Preſcript in and Soveraignt 
of $ cripture-patern. 


BEING 


THE THIR D SER MON: 
AND 
Preached on the LECT URE-DAY, 


APRIL IN. 166 3. 


Heb, $, Fo | 


Who ſerve unto the Example and ſhadow of Heavenly things ; as 
Moſes was admoniſhed of God, when he was about to make the 
T abernacle : for ſte (ſauhb he) thow make all thmgs ac- 
cording to the patern ſhewed to thee in the EAMounts 


was, becauſe they which were of that Pricſtbood miniftred on 
Earth, but Chritt miniftrech in Reayen : He was a Miniſter of 
the true Tabernacle while he was on Earth, and he ſtill officiates 
in bis Prieſtly Office now he is in Heaven ; the Tabernacle which 
they miniſtred in, was upon the Earth, and was made of earthly 
things, and it was a figute or ſhadow of beayenly things : be de- 


clares that that Tabernacle was 2 worldly Taberracleor SanQuay, 
E 2 1. From 


md 


39 The Evangelicall Worſhipper ſubjefling to the Preſcription 


I» Fcom.the quality of it; it was oncly a ſhadow, or exiwple 
of heavenly things, and it wasa type; but Chriſt was a Miniſter 
of the true Tabernacle. 2.. It is declared from the certainty of 
it, for He faith this :- Bur how doth that appear? It appears, 
from a Divine Teftimony ; For ſee (faith he) that thin make 
all things according to the Patern ſh.yed 1s thee im the Mont, 

For the :opening of the words. Fit, we are-to conſider- 
what theſe heayenly things are : They are called. in Ciap.9 11s 
Good things 10 comes In a word, itmeans Chriſt, with all his Be- 
nefits ; theſe are the Heavenly things, that the other were bur 

» Shadows of, Therefore it is truely ſaid, that the Ceremonial 
Law holds forth Chriſt, :. e. it makes known the Goſpel (being 
rightly underftood) but after a Legal diſpzaſation, 

Secondly, it was 4 ſhadow of good things, is e, it Was a patern 
that did ſhadow out Heavenly things, God ſhewed e Moſes a 
Patern, or Type, in a Viſion , according to which the, Taber- 
nacle was to be framed, and ofcs atts accordingly, The ward- 
tranſlated | Yatern) intends 25 much as a likehels, or example, 
or a figure, As for the Divine Teſtimony, you may fee it in. 
E xoaus 25, 9. Accaraing 10 all that { (hewp t9ee, afier the patern 
of the T avernacle, aud the pa'ernof all the imſtruments thereof, even 
jo fhall ye make tt. and. chap. 39. this teftimony is often 
s ven, that A! things were d-12 as the Lord »:d commanded Mo 
jes. But Chriſt was the Miniſter of another Tabernacle, «. e, of 
bis Body, the true Tabernacle. 


Det. Great care muſt be had: in metters *f- Divine Werſtip, 
(or Divine Adminiſiration') that all things proceed accora- 
mg to the Preſiripe Word of God, Or, That «4. things be 
exaltly correSponding to the Preſcript of Gids Word, He- 
brews 7. 14. 

For it is evident, that onr Lord: fprang out of -/»-da%, of 
which Tribe 41+; ſpike nothing concerning the Prieſthood. 
The Apoſtle thinks he argueth well, and concluſively, Thar 
Chriſt was not of the Levitical Order, becauſe nothing was ſpo- 
4cn concerning it of that Tribe. This is-a gaod Argument in 

Diviaity | 
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Divinity to ſay, That there is nothing io Gods Word why you. 
fhould a&ſuch or ſuch a thing: it is not enough to {aytibar there 
3s nothing expreſly againſt it ; thetruth is, there, isegough againſt 
it, if there be nothing for is. The Tribeof «dab muft not mc d- 
dle w:th the matters of the Prieftbood : Why ſo ? becauſe /1oſes 
ſpake nothing of them in that reſpe& : and in Exod. 25.9% Atoſes - 
bimſelf wasro:& nothing that be found nor in the Patern. EZ xed.", 
26. 30, FHnd thou ſhalt rear up 'the Taternacie accordmg to the. 
faſhion thereof, which was (hewed thee im ih: Mount : He muſt at 
notbing.that he doth not finde in the Patern, Ir is true, David 
(for ſome juſt cauſe) made ſome alceration in the Wo:ſh'p of 
God ; for tbe ſtate of Tewple-worſtip, Compared with Tabernac/c- 
worſhip, did call for a change. Bur how did Daria proceed in it?- 
x Chron,28,19, 4 tix (faith David). the Lord made me nn- 
cerſtand im wring, by hus hand upon me, even all the, works of rh ts 
patern: He madeno alteration in Gods Worſhip, but it was allo 
by a Patern given to bim by God. And for $2:w, you finde that 
Daviagave him the Patern, yer.11, to build tke Tewple according 
therennto. And relatingto Goſpel-times, the time uf the Met- 
f1as, you haye aneminent text in E74&.4.3,10,11, Thox Son of men, 
ſhew the horſe to the Houſe of 1;rael, that they may be «ſhame of therr 
m:iquities, and let them meaſure the patern ; and if they be «ſhamed of 
all that they have done, fhew them the form of the hcuſe, and the 
f-ſhicn, and the goings ou: thereofyand the comings in, thereot, and all 
the forms thereof, Ec. 

Re«ſ.1. Becaule it.is.the acknowledgement of the Prerogative - 
of . Jeſus Chriſt; I mean that he alone hath the honour co inſtitute 
Divine Worſhip : Hein tcuth was the Author of the Tabecnacle,& 
of the Temple and yet he was thg Tabzrnacle,and tbe Temple, :.c 
thetruz Tabernicle and Temple. The ppwer of the Keyes, :.c. the 
inſtirured Worſhip under the Goſpel, you ſhail 6nde Chriſt, is the 
maker and diſpoler of thoſe Keyes. Mar. 16,19, It is not for 
man to make a Keyto open Heaven, Fe will never be able to pick. 
that lock. 7: fa. l{ reverence my Santtazry ( faith God, Levir. 
26, 2.) and whv ſo? /amih: Loa: ( makea pauſe here } 7. 
It's n0 lets. chen the Attribue if tis Lordſhip chat is demon- 

E, Bb ſt;arcd.: 
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ſtrated in the matters of his Worſhip: as for inſtance, Korah 


was very near unto the Prieſthood, Vmb. 16. I, and yer 
inferiour to The Priefthood, (and it may be that was ſome tempta- 


"tion to him to bz ſonear it, and yet infgriour to it) but he muſt 


not offer Incenſe, N#mb.16. 40, but the Priefts, which are the 
Sons of Aaron, may : Why may not Korah * the reaſon is, / am 
the Lord, I will have this a& to be matter of Divine Worſhip, and 
not another, and I will bave this man to aQ, and nog another ; 
1am the Lord. Might not any man take a little perfume, and 
ſprinkle it on the coals? No, God will inftitate what as, and 
what perſons he pleaſerh, I have beard (I think) ſome ſay, thar 
any man may adminſter Baptiſm, or the Lords Supper ; and I ſay 
it may be a Childe is able todo it: what then? Bur we muſt re« 
member what God ſaith, l am the Lord ; and he will be owned in 
his Inſtitationss U7JZ4h was a good man, yet he may not touch 


- the Ark; why not? / am th: Lord, 2 Sam. 6. Itis one of the boly 


Inſtitutions of God, Ye ſhall all reverence my Santtuary, Hence it 
is, that to the holy things of God, reverence is a great part of duty: 
and if this or that be Gods Worſhip, remember Gods Lordſhip is 
in bis own Inſtitutions, and he will make a difference as be pleaſeth: 
not that Aaron or : Moſes are better then others in themſelyes, 
they may be worſe, but God will have his Lordſhip appear in theſe 
his holy things. Therfore it is thar. we muſt be conſcientious in 
cur reverence of the holy things of God, eyen in regard of bodily 


. reverence by comely geſtures, for our bodyes are the Lords, I Cor. Ge 


Hence [ Srrang | is not a Prayer-geſture ; it is true, if there be 
ore. weakneſs or infirmity of body, &ce that may give an ex- 
cule. for 1we Lord will have mercy, 1n cale, ratver then Sacrifice, And 
therefore alſo it is that Chtiſt ſt@od up when be read the word, 
{ut, 4.16. andin N:h.B. 5. they ſtood tip at the hearmg of the 
1Vordread, We ſhould ſhew reverence art the holy things of God, 
becauſe they are his, Inſtitutions, and 5 2 the L076. 

Reſts Becaufe in Divine Worſhip we acknowledge God to 
be 6; Soveraign Lord and that we owe unto bim ablojute Subje- 
&10n and Obtdience, and we at knowledge our ftlves to be his ab- 
{ulute $ubj- &. The a& of Worſhip is an acknowiedgement borh 


of 


and Soveraignty of Scripture-patern. 

of bis Soyeraignty, and of our meannels ; .lVho ans t, that am but 
duſt and aſhes, that 7 ſhowld takg-upon me to Sheak un'o the Lord ? 
Gen, 18, In 8s of Worſhip we muſt exalt Chriſt, and depreſs 
man, Many in theſe dayes are againft Forms, but in the mean 
time let usnot forget Worſhip. For Iſraelio wait upon a Rock, 
was adeſpicable thing to the Nations 6 ſee ſo mariy thouſands 
come and ſtand about the Rock was ſtrange, but that Rock was. 
Chriſt : tbisis nothing elſe butthe acknowledgemenc of God,who 
will be known in bis own way, And this let me ſay, Chriſt bim- 
ſelf, that was riot onely Man but God, attended the Ordinances 
while he was here on earth, and ſo did bis Apoſtles: this is to 
ſhew the diſeyangelical ſpirit of- thoſe that do vbjet againſt cx- 
ternal Wotſhip. | a 

Reaſ. 3. Becaule Divive external Worſhip is a means of con- 
ferring heaveoly things. The Keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven: 
open or ſhut Heayen, 414:.16.19, Naamar wuſt know (if he be 
cured) whence the Cure comes ;. be muſt acknowledge the Waters. 
of Iorden And he muſt acknowledge the Prophet : God could have 
cured him witboat either, but he was not pleafed fo ro do, You 
feed your Hens and Chickens, but you throw their meat upon the 

und, and make them take it from thence : ſo God feeds us with 

eayEnly food, but we muſt receive itin a lowly manner, You can 
have no Faith toexpe&t Gods bleffing in any way-bur his own; 
any Inflitutions, ſo farre as they are Hamane, you cannot haye 
Faitb for Gods bleſling to go with them. 

TInſtruttions.. 1. The Ceremonial Law- underſtood , teacheth 
Chriſt ; the truths of Chriſt are laid up under the types of the Ce- 
remonial Laws! Wben you reade. the Ceremonial Law, if you un- 
derftood it, you would ſee Chriſt through it ;..as for inftance, Ht, 
9. the Tabernacle was a figure of Chriſts Body, and ſo was the 
Vail : Heb,10.20. whentbey went into the fiift Court, they re- 
membred the Incaruation of the Meſſias, and ſo when they looked 
onthe Vail, &c. they who looked on theſe types, whoſe eyes were 
. opened, they ſaw Chriſt. Reade Lev.16 15. compared with Heb. 

9.24 26. As Chriſt ſhed bis blood, and ſo entred into Heaven, ſo 


the High-priek llew the Sacrifice, andrhen entredinto the boly of 
holies. 


e 
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 bolies, Andthe efficacy of the Mecit of C:riſt, was ſigured in 
:the incenſ: : this is to fetus fee, bow cleatly we are taught the 
ſame truths aboye what. they of' 01d were, cur paririg our times 

with theirs, - | 

[aftr. 2, Itis the.partof thoſe who are Conſcientious, to kee 

themſelves unto Scripture-bounds in boly, or Church-adinini- 
ſtrations, .2 Cor, 10.'13- the Apoſtle would bave them walk by 
a line ( it relates to the Grecian exerciſes, ro which the Apoſtle 
doth delight toallude: ) it comes to one with that which the 
Apcſtle doth elſewhere {ay, (V1Js 2 Tim. 2. 5.) ' He that ftriverh 
w-117t Crowned, except he ſtrive lawfully, There is aline of. motion 
co regulate all adminiſtrations, eſpecially Church- admin'ftrations; 
there is Line that doth regufare the Elderſhip, and a line alſo to 
regulate the Brotherhood : ſo that all Church adminiſtrations, are 
to be carried on accord nz to that line. This was «Moſes his 
. Charge ; See thou make all things accoramg to the patern ; and do you 
think there is not as much Conſcience to be made of it now under 
the Goſpel, to make all things according to the patern, as in the 
dayes of the Legal d.ſpznſation? '1 Cor. 14-40, Lit all things be 
done according to Order : the Calc may be ſo, that though a thing be 
done, that is for the matter of it good, there may yet be more 
hurt ja the diſorder of ir, then there is good in the doing of it. 
If weexe:ciſe our -own Notions and Apprebenſions in matters of 
Wo: ſhip, this is Will- worſhip. A414. 15. 9. Jn vam do they Wor- 
Jhp me, tea/ti-g for D ttriierthe traditions of mers Mark the op- 
Poſition{ Me], and{ Yen]: can mens traditions be an 2& of 
Divine Worſhip ?, Nozits but Will-worſhip, Co/.2.2 3, there may 
bethat which is plauſible to wan, yer it's but Will-worſhip ; there 
may be parts, and excellencies, bur if they are out of place; ir- is 
that which God will not bear with : Exod, 20, 25, He that lifts 
up lus tool upon mine Altar hath collutedit : it iSenough to pollute » 
becauſe it isa mans.tool : we muſt notttirn to the right band nor 
to the left, but K:ep our way right on. The Cormbiaus turned to 
the left hand, when they would not Excommunicate the inceftuovs 
perſon ; and they turned to the right hand, when they would nor 
receive him in, being a penitent ; 1t Was an errour of the right band, 
in 
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in Peter, when he would not have Chriſt ſuffer, but a fearful ſcan- 
dalous one. Yow ſhall not adde thereto, nor take therefrom, ſaith the 
Lord, Dent, 4+ 2. & 12. 32. neither Elders nor Brethren muſt take 
upon them tbat which belongs not to them, nor the Council take 
that which belongeth not to it, nor the Magiſtrates what belongeth 
not tothem; we muſt do nothing but according to the Patern, 


Inſtr. 3+ A Religious Worſhipper, or a man truly religious, 


doth not reſt in this, That externals do anſwer the Preſcript Rule of 
'the Word, without proceeding to internal Worſhip. You finde 
that God doth nor onely bear teſtimony againſt our Worſhip, bar 
alſo againft hypocritical Worſhip. Firſt, againſt our Worſhip, or 
our Adminiſtrations; that (as you ſee) is Will- worſhip,ang it is vain 
Worſhip, all the Inftitutions of men are ſo ; they are Will-wor- 
ſhip, 1.e. there is fin and defilement in them : we muft not fer our 
polts by Gods pofts, But then ſuppoſe we are brought to external 
woiſhip, doth God reſt here? no: do you think that God liyeth 
on goat's bloud? P/al. 50.13. And hence alſo, Amos 5.25. ſaith 
the Lord, you did not effer unto me your ſacrifices during the fþace 
of faurty jearr, ſpeaking of the time in the Wilderneſs : It is like 
there was a ceſſation, in refpe& of the condition that they were 
in ;: as who ſhould ſay, then I can be without Sacrifices, Jer. 7, 
22,23. God faiththere, He did wor command Sacrificet, or exter- 
nal Worſhip, 7. e, Comparatively, in reſpet of Obedience he 
commanded it not, but / Commanaed themy ſaying, Obey my woice, 
and 1 will be your God, and ye ſhall be my people : So God will ſay 
£0 us, He did ngt, Command us to come hither, to ſet up the ex- 
recnal Worſhip of the Goſpel, 5. e: comparatively, in ſtead of O- 
bedience,.. Holineſs ang Righteouſneſs : this is that which Srephen 
pleads, As 7. 42,43, Oh bouſe of Iſratl, you have not offered 
zo me ſlain beaſts; but you had the T abernacle of Moloch, &c, but 
they. could not bear with Stephen when he came to this: So our 
Savioar Chriſt tell's them , They haye made my Houſe a den of 
phieves. Thoſe among you that are giyen to injuſtice, dranken- 
nels, or other ſcandalqus wayes, this, ar that, I tell you, God re- 
quires not your Sacrifices, but Obey my woyce, tha! [ may be your 
God: this is the thing God aime's at, As for our external wor- 
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jt ought indeed to be according tathe Rule, but this may be, and 
yetasit isin {/ai. I. 13, I4, 15» Tor Incenſe is an abomitratrov, and 
your ſolemn meetings iniquity, my ſoul hates them, ſaith the Lord, 
they are 4 trouble unto me, and when ye make many Prayers 1 will not 
hear them, your hands are full of blood, c, It would be a dreadful 
thing if God ſhould ſay to any of us that are full of duties, and 
concerning qQur Sabbaths, Lords Supper, our Faſts, our Feafts, 7 
am weary of your Worſhip, brmg no more vain Oblations, &c. God 
forbid that we ſhonld forget the internal part of worſhip, whileſt 
we areexetciſed in the External. Amos 5. 21. I hate and deſpiſe your 
feaſts, I will not ſmell m your ſolemn Aſſemblies, Look. not onely 
£0 external regularity, but look we unto inward piety, leſt God 
hate and. deſpiſe our Worſhip. 7oſbua ( faith God) Why left 
thou upon the ground? Chap. 7. 10, 11, Iſrael hath ſinned, and tranſ= 
grefſed my Covenant, & ce. we baye been.much in faſtings, and in 
external quties many years, but what reformation is there? are 
we brought sny more unto the Rule in Church and State? I beſeech 
you know, that God aimes at Obedience as the internal ſubſtaatial. 
part of his Worſhip. | 

[nſtr. 4. That the external Order of the Goſpel (Church-or-= 
der) is 00 Other then the external Throne of Chti Jeſus. Wors 
ſaip that is mixt, partly Divine, and partly Humane, this. is fo 
much defilementin Gods Worſhip ; but when it is according to 
the Rule, that is Chriſts Throne. Satan bath his throne, that 1$ 
where Antichriſt reignes; and. Chriſt hath bis Tbrone,. that is 
where his Inſtitutions are in force : there Chrift firs as Lord:” 'if 
the Polity be according to the: Goſpe], Jeſus Chriſt is there ac 
knowledged Lord, and there js neyer a; Member bit is a. Subje&:=: 
there mult. be an Order, and according tothat Order there muſt be 
ſubje&ion :. do you thiak it aneaſything. to be.ſubjeR> 'to Otder ? 
Remember ir was matter of: tryal to. theſethat came out of Epypr, 
and through the Sea. (as We bave dope) yet” there were: me# of 7+ 
own that could not bear Church-Order, Let metell. you;'it i'a 
greater matter to be ſubje &.to Order, then to come over. the. Seas, 
or to. endare the rroubles of a Wildernefs ; many. will bear a Priſon, 
before they. wilt 'endure the, Goyerament of Chriſt, and Goſpel- 
arder ia his Churcbs, Uſe 2, 
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- fe 2... Of Exhortationto us all (in our Churches eſpecially) 
to ſanRifie God accordivg to this truth, wi7, That vur polity may 
be a Golpel-polity, and may be campkeat gecording tg the. Scrip- 
gures, anſwering fully. the Word of God: this is. the work of our 

ration, and the yery work we engaged for into this Wilderneſs; 
this is the ſcope and end of it, that which is written upon the 
forchead of » New-England, viz. T be compleat walking m the Faith 
of the Goſpel,according to the Order of the Goſpel. ; 

I, And for your diretion; firſt,remember that we have the pa- 
ternin the mount; E mean, we haye the Scripture as a Rule, and 
you have the Platform of Church-D'ſcipline given to you in way of 
Council, as the Gonfeffion of our Faith to this way of Church- 

overnment : you know in wbat manner it was; that which (fcr 
the ſubſtance of it) ownes the cauſe Congregational : if any are 
departed from it, let them look to it, © know none of the Elders 
that baye receded from it. It was given many years ago as the 
Confeilion of our Faith, to this Country, and to the World: it is 
diftia& from the Epycopacy, and from the Presbyterian way, from 
the Morellian way, from that of Separatiſm : and it is for the ſub- 
ſtance of ir preciſely the way Congregational. And as David 
laid ro Soloys1n, 1 Chron. 28.10, ti. / give wnte thee the patern of 
the, Houſe of God, &c, what God will Jo with us he knows belt ; 
David lived ngt to build the Temple himſelf,bur be left the patern 
thereof to his Son Solomon : And fo we baye the patern, only this is 
complained of, that itis not praiſed, though we haye had it mary 
years ago.z;now practice is the end of DoQtrine. 
-  2« Conſider, that we are all concerned in this ſervice, I mean 
in ſcttiog up the Throne of Chrift. Aoſes is Concerned, and it is 
his commendation that he was a man of Got! , who erected the 
Tabernacle, and {et up tbe Worſhip of God according to the Pa- 
tern in the Mount : and ſo Diwd and Solomon, &Cc. Then Solomon 
wy Son, if thou doeſt hold here, the Lord will be with thee ( and ler the 
Churches look to it, weare all concerned herein z our Fidelity in 
this caule is our Crown ; lee that it be not taken from us. 

3+ It isa matter of very good Policy ; times of trouble & danger 
may approach :and we read in ETYTo3+3 « Chat they ſet the Alt ar pon 
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its Baſes, for fear was"npon them, becauſe of- the: people ofthe land : 
one means to ſecute them from fear in time of trouble, was with 
the firſt to proceed with-theitbings of Religion, and ro de in good 
earneſt to ftle them, ,*'x Chron. 28.2021./ Do zt (faith David 
unto Solomn) and th: Lord Godytven'my God will be with thee: and not 
only ſo, but the prieſts, the princes, & the people will-be with thee, 
But when Solomon: falls off from -Ged's Worſhip ,-then ariſeth 
2painſt him. the ſpirit of Hadaa, and the ſpirit of .&«7+, and the 
Ipirit of /eroboam, 8c. 1 Kings 11. (Tt is a _—_ of policy , 
in troubleſome times, viz. the attending to the Catiſe of Religion, 
Without Order the Ark could not move in Davids titne, but you 
ſee what trouble follows apon it; and Churches cannot like- 
wiſe move, untill the Order of the Churches be ptoportionably 
{cttled : Haggat 1.5,6. Now therefore ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, coy- 
pder your wayes ; When the Worſhip of God was negle&ed, thivgs 
went ill with them; "You have ſown much, and bring in little 3 ye ear, 
but. ye have not enongh; and apain ver. 7". Thus ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, confider your wayes: and in Chap. ſecond, they do hearken 
to him, the Lord ftirred up the ſpirit 6of Zernbbabe!l, and 7oſunh, 
and from the time that they fer themſelyes about the! work of the 
Lord, all things went well with them. How farre the drought; 
and the laſt years and other troubles are here conſiderable, refer- 
ring to our {elyes, let the Scripture be'the Interpreter, | The mat- 
ters of outward proſperity baye much dependance upon the car- 
rying on the cauſe of Religion, and that according to the Order 
of the Goſpel, or by the Scripture-patern ; our' ſafety lies in 
keeping there, not turning tothe right band, nor- turning - to the 
left hand, In Exod, 39. you have it mentioned about ten times in 
that Chapter in way of Commendatien, that what was done was 
ſo accordmp as the Lord bad Commanded Moſes Let this ftand- 
with ns } beſeech you (beloyed ) that for the motion of Elders, of 
Brethren, of Councils,of Magiſtrates,of Churches, ſettle the ſame 
as the Lord hath,.Commanded, . e. according ro Scripture-pre- 


{cript and patern ; weare then a {afe People. 
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its Baſes, for fear was" npon them, becauſe of- the: people ofthe land : 
one means to ſecute them from fear in time of trouble, was with 
the firſt to proceed 'with-theitbings 6f Religion, and tobe in good 
earneſt to perle them, ,*'I Chron. 28.20/21.) Do #r-( faith David 
unto Solomin) and th: Lord God,tuen'my God will be with thee: and not 
only ſo, but the prieſts, the princes, & the people will-be with thee,#c, 
But when Solomon: falls off from -Ged's Worſhip ,-then ariſeth 
againſt him. the ſpirit of Hadaa, and the ſpirit of .&«7, and the 
Ipirit of /croboam, &c. 1 Kings 11. 'Itisa _ of policy , 
in troubleſome times, viz. the attendiog to the Caſe of Religion, 
Without Order the Ark could not move in Davids titne, bur you 
ſee what trouble follows upon it; and Churches cannot like- 
wiſe move, untill the Order of the Churches be proportionably 
ſettled : Hazgai 15,6. Now therefore ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, coy- 
ſder your wayes ; When the Worſhip of God was negle&ed, things 
went ill with them; "You have ſown much, and bring in title 3 ye ear, 
but- ye have not enongh; and apain ver. 7". Thus ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, confider your wayes: and in Chap. ſecond, they do hearken 
to him, the Lord ſtirred up the ſpirit of Zernbbabel, and Foſunk, 
and from the time that they fer themſelves about the! work of the 
Lord, all things went well with them. How farre the drought, 
and the laſt years and other troubles are here conſiderable, refer- 
ring to our lelyes, let the Scripture be'the Interpreter, | The mat- 
ters of outward proſperity bave much dependance upon the car- 
rying on the cauſe of Religion, and that according to the Order 
of the Goſpel, or by the Scripture-patern ; our' ſafety lies in 
keeping there, not turning tothe right band, nor- turning - to the 
left hand, In Exod, 39. you have it mentioned about ten times in 
that Chapterin way of Commendation, that what was done was 
ſo accordmp as the Lid bad Commanded Moſeis Let this ftand- 
with ns 1 beſeech you (beloyed ) that for the motion of Elders, of 
Brethren, of Councils,of Magiſtrates,of Charches, ſettle the ſame 
as the Lord hath,.Commanded, 7. e. according to Scripture-pre« 
{cript and patern ; weare then a ſafe People, 
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ITITITE of old it was obſerved, that Julian who hated the 
<S 5s 


Chriſtians wuh an implacable hatred, when be could 


<>C SG wmmvent no way worſe, opened a wide way for Schiſms 
08 2 nd Diviſions : In ike manncr bath it been the Policy 
Covoove of the Adverſary im ſucceeding times, when there ap= 
pears no hope of undermining the Walls of Truth by Hereſie and faiſe 
Dottrme, to attempt the ſcatiering and differ ſing the A fertors there 
of, by raiſing and fomenting Schiſms and Diſſenſions amengſt theme 
From which Fountain, it may juſtly be feared, bath Sprung a jealouſie 
in the minaes of ſundry perſons m this Country, That the Determina= 
tion of the late Synod Anno 1662. if attended untogwould bring into the 
Churches of New-Evngland a prattice, contrary both to the Frame of 
their Churches, and to the judgement of thoſe famous Worthies that as 
firſt their Churches were bleſt withall ; when as it will be found moſt 
evident to any that ſhall impartially ſurvey the Conſtuntion and ſtate 
of the ſaid Churches, That the principal!, if not the ſole Reaſon, why 
the ſame things then agreed upon, were not long before ſet afoot and 
* prattiſed, was net any doubt or ſcruple about the daty of the things 
' themſelves, but the want of Agreement about the Way and Manner, 
how they might moſt conveniently and ſ#fely put in pradtice : which 
bring now fully cleared np. in the Propoſitions of the ſaid Syno?7, the 
AFerſion caſt upon their former Churck-admin;ſtrations, - as too much 
favouring the way of the Separation, us nut onely, now removed,” but an 
"Expedient found out for the holding, Communion with 6:htr Orthodex 
NChurches, mn things lawful and neceſſary,,, without ary prejudice 10 the | 
"the Purity of thew Worſhip... 
* The commendable. receiving and: prattifmng of this: Trarhs by ſome + 
" Churches, among them, and neceſſity of atienauy. ihereunta by all,. t: 
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moſt convincingly evident by many writings publiſhed abroad in the world 
by many Emment perſons ua the name of others, wherein much paines is 
taken up inclearing the way of theſe Cburches, from the impuration of 
Schiſm avd ſeparation from others; but in none more,then in aLttter re- 
turned with the Subſcription of the names almoſt of all th; Elders aniver- 
ſally in this Place, unto a Letter of the Reverend and Learned Mr. John 
Dury, who ever ſince the year 1635. had been labouring for a Paci- 
fication between the Reformed Proteſtant Chmrehes of Europe, and who 
# famous m the Chriſtian World for that works and at laſt bad com« 
municaied his deſign to thoſe of New-England, deſiring their Appre- 
bation and Concurrence in the ſaid deſign ; wherein they expreſly de» 
clare, © That they own all thoſe Churches profeſſing the Pro- 
* teſtanrc Religion, and retaining the fundamentals of DoAtine, 
&« andefſentials of Ocder (if they be otherwiſe peaceable, and 
{© walk orderly ) forBrethren ; and that they are ready to reach 
&* qut unto them theright hand of fellowſhip : From whence 5: 
trill neceſſarily follow, that ſeemg other Churches ſo qualified, although 
they ſhould diſſent from them tn mavy Pomts of Relig1on, are owned as 
Brethren, and that in way of fellowſhip,:f thoſe, that ſo profeſi, ſhall 
refuſe to conferre the ſealof Baptiſm to the Children of ſuch Parents 
as belong to any [uch like Churches, accordmg as « expreſſed in the 
aforeſaid Propofurions of the Synod ; T hey will neither be able ro avoyd 
contradifting their own words and writings, nor yet ſecure themſelves 
from the gal of dijjimulations And that u might appear there was 
ro adyantage taken by any ſtiragling ſentence or expreſſion in the (aid 
Letter, caſt off from uts Dependants , it was thought necefſary 40 
Tranſlate and publiſh the whole to the open view of all; and becauſe 
alſo in the draught of the ſame, are found many undeniable Arguments 
enforcing this very Conclufion z as when its ſaid, © That the diverſe 
& opinions of ſome Churches about Polity and indifferent things , 
<* although they are not ſo {mall that the loyers of truth ſhould be 
& {lent about them,ſo neither are they ſo great, that they. need be 
* any hindrance tothe ſeekers of Peace and Quietneſs in ſuch an 
* undertaking. Which &« aiſo there furtker evidenced, by inſtan= 
* cixg the unqueſtioned Exawple of our Sayiour,who refuſed not 
*© Celebrare Sacra, Or joynin the Worſhip of God in the Inlay 
| * Church 
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* Church, defaced at that time with more grievous cortup» 
tions, 

And further it is added, © That the nature of Political, as well as 
* Chriſtian Society, doth utterly forbid the denial of Fellow ſhip- 
< Priviledges to ſuch Members as are found without ſcandal, Lee 
nor toe words and prattices of them that pretezd 10 the greater 
Purity of Reformation , be Vea and Nay : which if it jhould 
appear , the Scandall would be ſo much the greater 5 in that the 
eſa Letter, with ſo many Subſcrip:ions , in all probability is 
known in the world, being ſent into Forreigne parts upon @ Hubs 
lick account. 

As for the Tranſlation of the Letter ; they who had the chiefeft 

hand therein, have no other deſign, 1hen by approving them ſtives as 
Lovers of Truth and Peace, to nnacceive («mple-hearied and honeſ(= 
winded perſons, who are ready, with Barnabas, to be carried away w.th 
the diſſimulation of ſuch, as are through a kinde of prepoſterous Zeal, 
nnwilgng to have any of the common Previledges of the Church of God 
beſlowed upon any, whoſe effettuall Santtification may be queſl1oned ; 
which s the canſe, as one obſerveth, of a Schiſmaticall in-lmation of 
ſome godly and religrons perſons” In reference to the Words and Phra 
ſet, much of the Elegancy of them #4 taken away in the Tranſl.:n1on, by 
reaſon of the abſtruſeneſs of the Latine z it farmg un this kinde with 
Books, as it doth with Bodwer, which are nethmg ſycomely when arrayed 
with a ſtranger1,45 with their opn proper clothing and habit : but where 
ever appeared a neceſſity of changing the phraſe, ihe ſenſe ts preſerved 
whole and entire. 

For a Concluſion : If the Pratlice of the pureſt Churche:, together 
with the Autborety of the moſt Pious, Zealons, Learned aud judicions 
Divines, might avail any thing tn this conſideration, it were eaſie to 

reſent many things to the view of the Reader, from the Writings of 

© Perkins, Þ Parker, c Calvinus, 4 Bacanus, with w3any other of the + Caf. Conſe Ep 
Learnedſti N on-Conformiſts,” who alwayes diſclaimed both the Priv= I; 4% 3:99: 

ciples and Pratiices of the Rigid Separation, and all ſuch 4s renounced b De Pol Ub.r, 


Communion with other Churches, npon the account of ſome Impurnis Eh. 145. 
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aiſtrations. But we ſhall onely content our ſeives with the mentioning 
the Tudgement of two, x0t the leaſt eminent and famous Lights m the 
Charchof Cor, abent this point» No Church can be ſaid to be 
alienated from God, and from his Covenant, although it may be- 
come very fick and adulterous, until God fhall haye caken away 
from it his Matrimonial Coyenant, caſting it quite off as defiled 
with Adultery, according to /ſ. 50 1. which will not be, ſo long 
as it retaines the Head, ard the Head retaines it, by a publick decla- 
zation of his grace that calieth, C ol. 2, 19, 7». Tre. Theolsg, 
Theſ 36, page 2099. Bt Arnes more fully about the Sutjett of £ 
Baptiſm: 1, Expoſitious Infants ere to be baptized, whoſe 
Parents are unknown, if they be born among Chriſtians : out of 
charity they are to be looked at as the ſons of Chriſtians, if rhere 
be not juſt cauſe to preſume the contrary. 2. They thatin ſome 
way by their Profetlion belong rnto the Church, yet notwith- 
ſtanding do openly violate the Covenant of God, their Infants 
ought to be baptized, though with ſome diſtinfion; /c. ſo gbat 
what the Covenant requires, and is wanting in them, be ſupplied 
by others. 3, Infants illegitimate ovght ſo to be baptized, that 
either their Parents profeſs their Repentance, or that their Educa- 
tion. be undertaken. by other godly: perſons. 4. Children 'of 
contumacious Excommunicates are not conyeniently baptizable, : 
unleſs by the interpoſition. of meet Sureties. 5. Infants of Pa- 
pifts, and ſuch like, who are Semi-Chriftians, may be baptized, if 
they finde a meet: ſurety, under whole power may: be their Edu» 
Cation, Ameſ. Caf. Conſc, Lib. 4» Cap. 27s. To wk:ch may be added; . 
The Baptiſm'of Infants ought not 'ito-be deferied,. without a: ſe- 
riqus and weizhty realon, 1bids mw 
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WORTHY AND EMINENT, 


Ma JOHN DURY: 


SALUTATIONS, 


=" Hat amongſt ſo many horrid Alarms of War, amongſt 
5: ſo many fatal differences of Opinionraifed in matters 
"Y, > of Religion, and that alſo after {o many, and fuch un- 
| AI wearied labours of famous [nterceſſors, now {o often 
in this cauſe undertsken in yain; you ſhould O Dry, the moſt 
zealous Friend of Peace, not onely be ſeriouſly thinking of, but 
are alſo unto this day ſtrongly exdeayouring the Eſpouſals of 
Truth and Peace between the Profeſſors of the Goſpel ; we verily 
do largely cobgratulare-you in the conceiving fo. great a deſign, 
with cur utmoft, and daily Prayers,belping forward ( by Gods Af- 
ſikance) the birth of this Man-Childe, Suffer 'us to ſpeak the 
very truth of the matter, nor is there any need to deny the fame : 
eyen as tbe Holy-Scripture relates how the Olive Branch, broughe 
much con:fort to the Parent of the other World after tbe Flood, 
while he was lamenting over the Tremendous SpeRacle of the 
Deluge over flowing all here below ; in lik manner did your Let- 
ter, breathing a very ſpirit of peace, as another N24»: dove, ſent 
down from Heaven, wonderfully refreſh the exile Brethren, who 
were zlmoſt aſtoniſhed to ſee ſo many nations, that profeſs the Gol- 
pel, making irreconcilable war amongſt thewlelyes, togetber with 
the many and great d.ſſcntionsin the buſineſs of Religion, and 
that monſtrous flood of Errour breaking forth, not out of the 
Cataracs of the Clouds, but the yery Mouth of the Dragcn. 
Be it ſo, that we arcin the utmoſt parts of the Earth 5 we bave 
G 2 oacly 
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onely changed our Climate, not our mindes : we have altered our 
place, that we might retain the Faith without alteration. TUkere 
are indeed ſome, that might bave been better impioyed, at leaſt 
meer ſtrangersto our affairs, who do therefore impute unto us the 
guilt of Schiſm, becaule in the faſt place we haye endeavoured 
after the pure Worſhip of God, But if avy ſee good to enquire 
into the Reaſon, why theſe Churches in the Wilderneſs left their 
Country, this it was, viz. that the Ancient Faith, and pure Wor- 
ſhip, might be found inſeparable companions in our Pr2Cice, and 
that our poſterity might be undefiled iv Religion: Nevertheleſs, we 
are never unmindefull of the ſaying of Awftin to the Brethren in 
the Wilderneſs, as be ſtyles them 3 There are two things conſiderable, 
ſaith he, Conſcieuce and good Name: Conſcience 1s neceſſary for thy 
ſelf, good Name for thy Neiyhbour : He who trufis to bis Con- 
ſcience, and negleRs his good name, is cruel, eſpecially if he be 
ſer in that place, of which the Apoſtle writing to his Diſciple, 
faith, [2 «4 thrgs ſhew thy ſelf an example of good works. It ray 
not be unlawful for us, who are in the Wildernels on the furtber 
{ide of the Seas, as well thoſe, who through grace are called to 
the Miniſtry, though in our ſelves the greareft of finnecs, and the 
leaſt of all the Saints, as any others, to Apologize for our ſelyes in 
the Words of the Tribes beyond Jordan a little changed, for the 
vindicating or preſerving our goodname in a matter of fo prear 
moment, both before great ones, Fathers, Brethren, and eyery 
gentle Reader, The Lord God of Gods, the Lord God of Gods he 
knows, and Iſrael ſhall know, if wuttingly and willingly in Rebellion, 
or treacherous dealing agamſt the Loyd, or in Schiſm ut be, that we 
have deparied from our Country, ſave nz uot this day, 

But yet notwitt ftanding , we are not unmindful of that fo 
known Oracle, | Love the Truth and Peace:] wencitber ftriye for 
Truth without making reckoning of Peace, neither do we purſue 
Peace with the loſs of Truth: the former defacerh, this latter 
teareth the ſeamleſs Coat of the Church, It is as neceffary to 
avoid the Rock of Schiſm on the rigbt hand, as the Quickſandsof 
Confuſion on the lefts Werencunce 3amaratan;ſm, that deadly 
flak of falls Doctrine, as much as we fly from Donatiſms, the lore 
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enemy of Evangclical Temp-ramen:, and deyourer (if we may 
ſpeak ftrer Tiriull ) of Chriſtian Society ; but adinire arid em- 
b:ace the Concord, and Agreemeent of the Goſpel, We ate no 
whit pl-aſed with Caſſanders ſhaking bards with Papiſts at the 
fuctl:ett d ſtance, erring from the Truth; Nor yet with the Romaniſt 
reno)uncing Communion with them that are otherwiſe mindcd in 
leſ[-c difterences : but in ſpecial manver we ought to labour, thar 
we may walk with an even foor, and not to turn aſidean haires 
breadth f-om the Truth : in the n:ean time, it is better to be a 
Cyprin then a Stevens It is much more grievous to thipk aright, 
and be found a Sciſmmarick, tbento think amiſs in things not fua- 
damental, and beof a p:ceable ſpirit, The ſpirit of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is a ſpirit of Truth, of peace ard Communion: ſo 


_ defirous of Peace, that it requireth Communion in a true Church, 


alrhough not pure ; and ſod:firous of T1uth, that it forbids im- 
purity in any Church whatſveyer. Thar, that is the Mark at 
which weaim, and which we endcayour and breath after, in bim 
who is the War, the Truth and Life, 

It is confeſſed, there are ſome Apicez,or lefler points in Divinity, 
which the Church of God hath now for aboye an hundred years 
bewailed, as the obſtacles of Peace, Concerning which the chicf 
controverſies maintained are about Predeſtination, Ubiquity, and 
the Euciariſt, About theſe poiats how many thouſand Polemick 
writings haye bcen excancall abroad, which the Chriſtian World is 
ſcarce able to contein? Alas ! tbat ever there ſhould be a warre 
about the Sacrament ! Alas ! that ever there ſh2uld be any con- 
tentious Treatiles about the Euchariſt, turning the yery Badge of 
Union, into an Apple of Contention ! who can refrain from tears. 
at the uttering of {uch things? yet theſe notwithſtanding, that there 
is place for th: ſo much defied Coalition between the Ewangelicks 
and the Reformed, fo called, may eafily be made appear, by run- 
ning through the chief Heads of things: 

As namely, Becauſe in the firſt Article, they who were the 
oreateſt Fayourers of that eminene Worthy of the former Age, 
do yet aſcribe the work of Conyecſton wholly unio God, and do 


likewiſe ſtifly maintain, and accurately defend, Grace to be al- 
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together free; who were alſo utter enemies to that peſtilent 
Opinion of the Schoolmen | That God w bound to him teat doth 
what he can of hin:ſelf ] And who likewiſe do detervedly account 
it meer Pclagianiſm, to make any kinde of Qualifying Fitnels a 
Moral Motiye unto predeterminipg Grace, 

As forthe Opinionct rhe Ubiquity of the Humane Nature, 
by victueof the Hypoſtatical Union; it cannot be denied, bur 
that Pagers baye come abroad , written by too much gall and 
ſhirpneſs.. Inthe mean while it is agreed upon by all, and taken 
for granted, That rhe Humane Nature is Perſonaliy Omniprelent, 
According to this Rule |: kewife are other Propyuſicions about the 
Perſon to be judged of, uuder this head. 


Laſtly, As concerning the Lords Supper ; the D: vines of eithec 

part,do rejet Tranſubſtantiation,topgerher with worſhiping of bread, 
Put abont the Real Preſence, y:z2. Saciamental, of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, it is agreed betwecn both. Thele ſo many and 
great Difterences, are to be acconnted as ſo many Heart-priefs, 
alchough not to be numbred amorg them which by the Apoſtle 
are called Vnl;arned 9 nej(1on1; yer we judge tem not to be of 
that moment, as to hinder the giving each other the right hand of 
fellowſhip, or the pledges of Ecleſiaſtical Brotkerbood, building 
vpon that Apoſtolical Canon of holy Communion, Nevertheleſs, 
am tat whereunto we kave attaimed, let us walk by the ſame Ree, lee 
5s minde the ſame thing, Phil. 3. 16, Here alſo we may call to 
minde that common and received Diſtintion berween Fundarven- 
tals, and non-fundamentals ; and, that Brothecly Fellowſhip is not 
ro be refuſed with men peaceable, and otherwiſe Orttodux, for 
the ſake of Non-fundamentals. 


We account it yery unequal to faſten upon any one,that holds 
an Opinion; all the ConlcCtaries, which ro him that argues ac- 
cording to the exaRteſt grounds of Realon, ſeem to foliow upon 
ſuch premiſes, eſpecially if thoſe Conſequences. be diſowned by 
bim: in which reſpe&t there acre no ſmall Errours oa both ſides, 
while thoſe of our ſide impeach the other of £»:3c..-: his opinion, 
though refuſing ro own it, for the ſake of Conſubſtantiation ; 


And 
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. And they on the other fide go about ro make outs guilty of 
making God the Aathor of Sin, although we neyer fo nach 
diſclairn it, in the Point of Predeſtination. The Diſputes about 
the Conſecuences of theſe, whether rightly inferred or not, from 
the premiſes, belong not to this place to be examined, yea the mar- 
eer it {e}f requires ratherthat we ſhould forbear, 

But this Tragedy isnot yet at an end. For, as to Polity, and in- 
diftecent things, gbey have taken up divers Opinions; Who it 
were to be w;ſhed that they would embrace that Concord one 
with another, which hath been ſo often endeavoured after, But 
the D:ff:rences of this nature, as they are not ſo. ſmall, that the 
Lovers of Truth ſhould befilent abou: them ; fo neither are they 
{o great, that they need be any kindrance to the Seekers of Peace 
and Quictnels in the preſent Undertaking; as may appear by the 
anqueſtioned Example of our Sayiour, who refuled nor to 
Celebrate the Worſhip of God in the Jewiſh Church, defaced 
at that time with more greiyous corruptionss They who are 
united to Chriſt by hearc-conyerting grace, are Members of 
his Myftical Body; and whoſoever, but in appearance at leaſt, 
ate joyned to the Head, and have added themi{clyes ro the Polity 
of Icacl, are to be received Members of the Political: Body, 
Now Communion follows upon Union. Befides the nature of 
Political, as well as Chriſtian Society, doth utterly forbid to deny 
the Priviledges of fellowſhip to ſuch Members as are found with- 
out Scandal. 

Thus much we thought good to ſpeak briefly about this Point, 
that Honoured Perſons, and ReſpeRted Brethren, migbt under- 
ſtand what Realons moved us fo entertain the ſame Opinion with 
themſelves. We have been taught, that the Idea, or Patern of 
boly Communion, ought to be fetched from Diyine Writ, and not 
to be framed after our own pleaſure. 

The Rules of Sacred Society are certain; beyond whicb, or 
ſhort of which, it isnort in our power to extend, or withhold 
the Right-hand of Brother-hood, Whoever baving atcained theſe 
ſhall acknowledg them ; and baving acknowledged them, ſhall 


+ walk accordig unto them z. {lo holding Communion with fianers,, 
As 
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as be doth not in theleaft comr nn'cate with their ſins, ſo as he is 
wanting neither ro the Truth, vor birfeif, nor bis Breti:ren, him 
we deſervedly eſteem both as a Guide and P:il..r of the Church : 
w.ll we, ornill we, weare B:echren ; andfſeeints we are Brethren, 
let us acknowledge out (elves what we are, nan:ely, Brezvren in the 
Lord, Aday would icarce iutfice, torchearſe how many and how 
great incitements do call for, and require this, To account the 
weak in Faith for none, is indecd it 1elf a greater, weakaeſls, The 
name of Biethrcn is ſweet : it 15 marcer of great delight ru be ſuch 
indeed. But ic is much to be lamented, that thuſe who are ſo, 
ſaould not be acknowledged to be ſo. So to ſtand for Truth, 
that by too tenaciuus infilting upx1 D-Arine , we make no 
reckoning of the Rights of Society, is to be carried with the 
ſtudy of Parties, not of the Truth ; and to undertake the Pa- 
tronage of an Opinion, rather becaute it 1s our Wa, thea becauſe 
It 15S true, 

Sounder Piiloſophy d-termines. that the exceIlency of Union is 
fo beefteemed according to rhe dignity of the Cauſe, We tere paſs 
over in ſilence the conip ring rogether of the waters and d:y land 
to mak? one Globe ; a: allo that of the frame of the Heavenly 
and thc Earth ly Globe, to make one Sphere of the World. There 
may be found an heap of Miracles 1n the quier yatnering the living 
Creatures into the Ark, and their abiding in it, where the muſt 
ſavage of them laid zfide their ſavagenels ; being ready to acknow- 
ledge N oat for their Lord ( not much otherwile then Adam in 
giving Names untothem) where might be {.en the Wolfe ſtanding 
amon2ſt te Shecp, neither do the Flocks ice afraid of the grear 
Lyons: Theſe are indeed very great things ; bur yer if they be 
compared with tlie Myſt cal Union, ſhining forth in one of the 
yety leaſt of Chrifis Members, there would wan: words ro exprels 
how gceat the diftance is. To proceed therefore, if the Union 
of a yery few Believers be of fo great roment, of how great ac» 
count ſhould be the Uniting of all Proteſtants in the Faich ? Bur 
let us here pauſe a while. and not think much to weigh this matcer 
a little more ſerioutly, and we {hall hade { unleſs we are much de- 
ceived ) this yery Union about which we are treatiog, if it be - 
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without bypocrifie and deceit, but as theyery off-spring and image 
of the Hypoftatical Union, and onely next unto it on Earth (as 
ro the kinde) and like unto which there will not be found any in 
Heaven, no not when Angelical Nature remained in its perfeQion. 
We do belieye indeed, and not out of a vain conceit, That this 
Agreement is a bright Lo made of the Blood of the 
Lamb, wherein Jelus himſelf, the Prince of ſo great a Peace, 
clearly ſhines forth : in pailing through which allo, be doth ir- 
radiate the World with its brightneſs, while it ſtedfaftly beholds 
this clear Looking-glaſs, and by irradi2ting , ingenerates Faith 
therein. In which reſpe& we need not fear to affirm, That the 
perpetual conjunRion of all Mankinde, eſtabliſhed by the Bond of 
the firſt Covenant, would be by infinite degrees exceeded by it ; 
T hat they all may be one, as thou Father in mr, and 1 in thee, that the 
wor!d may know that thou haſt ſent me, Job.17.21, 

If the poſſibility of ſuch a Peace ſhould appear, we could 
not do much in the purſuing the neceſlity thereof, -Notwith- 
ftanding (if we may baye leave) that this Neceſlity may be faſt- 
ned in our mindes, as they fay, with the ſtrongeſt Nayle, before 
we leave this Exbortatory part of our Diſcourſe, we think meet, 
for a Concluſion, to adorn and ſtrengthen it with the Sayings of 
ſome. Farious men, tending much unto Peace, 

At Marpurg, Luther long ſince profeſſed, That be would not 
yield this Praiſe to the Adverſe Party, that they ſhould be more ſlu- 
dions of Concord and Peace then himſelf, From whence aroſe that 
famous Concord of Marpurg, We finde alſo Calvin thus rx- 
preſſing bimſelf, that he might compoſe mindes, and allay ſo great 
Commotions, at a time when Concention was grown much too 
hot ; But Jaeſire you to conſider, firſt, How great a may Luther x, 
and in what great Gifts he doth excefl, and with how great Conrage 
and Conſtancy of Minde, with how great Dexterity, with how great 
Efficacy of L:arning, he bath hitherto endeavoured to put to flight the 
K mgdome of Antichriſt, and propagate the Doftrive of Salvation, 
T7 have been often wont to ſay, That if he ſhould call me Devil « 
thouſand times, that 1 would yet give him that honour, as to acknow- 
ledge him the eminent Seryant of God, But our Dayenant moſt 
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ſeyereſt of all * If | the Schiſmes of Churches might be taken hs 
way, @s without doubt they may, I would rather have a «Mus 


ſtone hanged about my neck, and be caſt into the Sea, this euher 


hmaer' a Work, ſo acceptable unto God, and ſo neceſſary 19 avoid 
Scaudals, or not promote it with my whole heart, and all my utmoſe 
Endeavours. 

Epiphanius would not that Chriſtians ſhould. have any By- 
name. Let the Nuck-name of Zuinglians and Calyiniſts ter craſe, 
the IM rrks rather of Fatlion, then of Brotherly Unions What ſhould 
we have to do with Luther > What ſhould we have to dowuh Calvin ? 
We Profeſi the Gofpel, we Believe the Gospels Bellarmine fome- 
where hath a Catalogue of a great many Kingdomes that fell off 
from the Papacy : whoſe defection from the yſtery of /niquiry, 
if it hath troubled the Cardinals of Kome, how much more would 
their Uniting together in the Myſtery of Prety, be a terrour to 
the Roman Party > When the truly holy League ſhall wholly 
&and for the Lamb ; when Humane Endeavours and Diſleofions 
being laid aſide, they ſball onely intend that one thing, to afford 
their mutual belp for the promoting of Religion 5 when they ſhall 
unanimouſly carry on the war of the Lord againſt the W bore, as 
if they were indued with the very Spirit of the Revelation ; when 
they ſhall be called neither Eng/ſt, nos Datc/,. nor Sweaes,, nor 
D.7aes, but onely Chriſtians, 


Tf Poets Wriings 7 trath contain, 


eges fierce Wars (hall never more maintains. 


But it isnot in our power, moſt excellent Dry, to adde our conn- 
{+], either to the beginning or rhe preſerying this Agreement, You 
are not ignorant, that we are Exiles, By4ins, altogether divided: 
from the reſt of Exrope ; wherefore we are lefs fit to-perform tis 
Ta:k: Neither are we ſo unſenſible of: our own weakneſs, as not 
readily to confels our inability for fo great a Service ; nor is there 
need, ſeeing we muſt thankfully acknowledge and- own, that this 
office liath becn abundantly performed, both by Strangers, as welb. 

as by Ozr own Countrymen, 
We may. bere call to-rainde and not without ſome ſacred fy —q 
pally, 


1 Mr, Tohn Dury, about his Pacification: 


pathy, thoſe Bleſſed Soules, Melanfthon, and Parens, now amonght 
the Bleſſed ; the one no leſs famous amongſt the Reformed. then 
the other amongſt the Evangelicks; The firſt of whom goirg 
towards /1aganoa, With 1ghing uttered theſe words, 


Is Synods hitherto we lived have, 
Ard now in them return untothe grave- 


The other ſeriouſly meditating on the controverfie of the Eucharift, 
brake forth into theſe words; 1 am weary with aiſputing, Thus, 
if theſe men might be Judges, we ought rather Pray, then Diſpute, 
and ſtudy bow to Live,then to Contend. And perhaps the Divines 
of either part, after they bave been wearied, and broken in theic 
Spirits with daily and continual Contentions, will more readily ac- 
cept of the Counſels of Peace, which hitherto haye been lels ac- 
ceptable,while the Senſe of Anger remained freſh : After by long 
uſe they bave been taught, they may prefer the waters of the Pacr- 
fick, Sea, beforethoſe of 4ſeribah, Nor need we ſay, That thoſe 
Honoured Perſons, and Brethren, will perhaps moie kindly enter- 
tain the Counſels of Peace,ſeeing there are,we know not how many 
Sayings, Writings, Deeds ot Princes, Churches and Uniyetſities, 
openly teſtifying, That eminent men of both Orders, and that not 
of the loweſt Rank, have nor onely received, but taken Counſel to- 
gether,and engaged their helping hand, as need ſhyll requice : from 
which beginnings it is but meetto hope the beſt. God is ableto 
make them workers of Peace,whom he hath given to be Seekers of 
Peace : If otherwiſe, ſuch eminent endeayours ſhall not wanc their 
reward in heayen, and their honour in I{rae]. Theſeare piouſly He- 
roick Enterpriſes, which as they do oblige all good men,ſo are they 
to be admired of them, Their Praiſes, how great,or how little ſo- 
ever,as the preſent age is not altogether lent about them ; fo will 
poſterity declare the reſt,and perhaps the unknown parts of the World 
We give thanks unto the Father of Lights with all our hearts, 
who hath put this Work into the minde of Dry, favouring of 
a Spirit more then Humane; and bath added allo ſuit; 
rage to the promoting ſo Pious and Apoſtolical a matte 
Tatk, whoſoeyer ſhall effeR, if we may be Judges , Wi 
H 2 ſerve 


IO 
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ſerve a more then ordinary Triumphant Statue ; and whoſe Mo- 
nument will fo far excel the Trophees of Achilles, a8 if they were 
not worthy to be mentioned in the ſame day, Howeyer the 
iflue of the matter fall, yet it is a great deal, to bave attempted 
in a great Deſign, Seek, the Peace of feruſalem, they ſhall prosÞer 
that love thee, 

We givethanks unto the God of Peace, who would nor ſuffer 
the labours of his ſeryant endeayouring after peace, to be under- 
taken alrogether without ſucceſs, Therefore, molt worthy Sir, go 
On in this your ſtrength, reſting on the prophecy for the defied 
Concord, That it ſhall be 4218's own appoinied tinice The power 
which have obeyed the Roman Harlot, ſhall hate ber, make her 
naked, and burn her with fire ; For God hath put it ioto the bearts 
of the Kings, that they ſhould fylfl bis will. Ir doth not become 
thoſe that have a meer underſtanding of tbings,'to doubr of their 
Agreement in the Faith, who are to burn to Aſhes the Metropolis 
of the laſt Head of the Beaft,as an enemy to tbe Faith. The Diſcord 
of the Kings detaines the Whore on her throne, and keeps the 
Woman in the Wilderreſs, while they are contending amongſt 
themſelyes, 


It makes all Priarnus hes houſe rejoyce, 
And other Trojang to life up therr voices 


Bat this their ſacred Concord, the renowned Sons of Sion cannot 
but look upon, as a forerunner of the Deſtrution of Rowe, now 
at the yery doors ; and accordingly with their daily and moſt 
ardent prayers breathe afcer, hope, and long for the lame. 

Laſtly, we give thanks to Mr, Dery, into whole heartit carae to 
remember ?oſzph,ſeparate from his Brethren ar ſo great a diſtance, 
both by Sea and Land; and who bath youchſafcd. with ſo. com- 
fortable a mcffage to vitit us poor wietches, clothed'in Sackdoth 
for our warfare; y2t,,as we truſt, the Sackcloth of the Golpel : 
who bath not refuled to pur New- England, as a Part of. the $Kitt 
of i. garment, Upon which hath deſcended Jome of the pre- 
Sous ON, into the Catalogue of the $v.mugh famed aſs” 


es. ee ee i. 
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And who hath by his Letter exhorting unto fuch Agreement, giyeg 
us an occaſion to bring in this Teſtimony, fuch as itis, for our brq- 
therly Communion with the whole company of Proteftants pro- 
felling the Faith of Chrift Jeſus, For we muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, 
that then, when all things were quiet, and no threatning fſignes of 
warte appeared, ſeeing we could not be permitted by the Biſhops 
at thatztime preyailing, to perform the Office of the Miniſtry in 
Publick, nor yet toenjoy the holy Ordinances without Subſcri- 
ption, and Conformity, (as they were woat tq ſpeak) nor withour 
the mixture of Humane Inyentions with Divine Inſtitutions, we 
chole rather to depart into the remote, and unknown Coalts of 
the Earth, for the ſake of a purer worſhip, then to lye down under 
the Hierarchy in the abundanceof allthings, byt with the PR 
of Conſcience, But, that in flying from our Country, we ſhould 
renounce communion with ſuch Churches as profeſs the Golpel, is. 
a tbing which we confidently and ſolemnly deny. 

Certainly, ſo far as concerns ourlelyes, in whatever Afemblies 
amongſt us the whole Company of them that profeſs rhe Goſpel, 
the Fundamentals of DoRrine , and Efleatials of Order ate 
maintained, althouzh in many niceties of controverſal Diyinity 
they are at leſs Agreement with us, we do hereby make it manifeſt 
( which yet we would alwayes have underſtood, {o as the leaft pare 
of Truth , according to the natyre of that Reyerence which 
ought exaCtly to be yielded thereunto, may be preſerved) that we 
do;acknowledge them all, and eyery one for Bretbren ; and tHat 
we ſhall be ready to give untorhem the right bands of fllowſhip. 
inthe Locd,if in other things thty be peaceable, and waik or- 
derly. . 

We humbly beſeech the God and Father of our Lord Jcfus 
Chriſt, in whoſe lips is onely power to perſwade, that he would en- 
lighten Princes, D.vines, and even all who are rightly called. 
Chriſtians from the name of Chriſt, with the lively ſplendour of 
fach an Agreement, and draw tkem with a Soul-moving. Energie 
to.the divine Love of himſelf, Asfor that which concerns your 
ſelf, the {weeteſt: Follower of: Peace, We fhould account it an 


heinous crime_tq be wanting unto you in.our B.aycrs to the very: 
Wl | | God, 
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'God of Peace, That he would {o preſerye your Life, your Courſe, 
and your Work, that you may bring nnto a Conclution your fo 
eminent undertaking, with fo many ſighs, labours, ſweatings, dan- 
gers, and With ſo great charges hitherto carried on : if otherwiſe, 
and that it ſeem good to the great Determiner of things, before 
this come to pals to adyance bim that bath been a follower of 
yeace on Earth, to the ſtate of a Bll: d Saint in Heaven ; Thar 
then he would raiſe up other D:7y:s, who may bring the work ſo 
happily beguato its detired end, 


Your moſt obſervant Brethren in Chriſt, The Miniſters 
of the Churches, and Pceachers of the Word, Milicant 
for the Faith of Jeſus in Ncw-England : 


Fobn Wilſon Paſtor of Boſton. , Fobn Reyner Teacher of Dovey, 
Fohn Norton Teacher of inc ſame. E cekiel Regers Vaſtor ct Kowly 
Fohn Mayo Paſtor of News» Boſton. S217 we thibps Teachcr voi 156 lame, 
Richard Mather | eacher ot Dorckeſter, Samuel Whiting Valtor of Lyn. 

Fokn Allin vaſt r «tf Dedham. Fobn kiiggimjon Vaſt r ut Salem, 
Fchbn Eliot Teacher vt Roxbury, 1homas C obbet Valtor of Tf ji2ich. 
Samuel Danforth Pa(tor ot tte ſame. Wiiiam Hubbar41I cackcr ot the ſame. 
Wil;am Thomjon Paſtor of Brantyy, Francis Dane | cacher of Andover 
Henry Flint } eacher of the ſime, William Worceſter V>Ror ©f S$alisbury+ 
Thomas Thaicher Teacher of Weymouth. Fotn War { aitor of Haterk il. 

Peter Hucbard Paltor ot Hingham. Timothy Lalton | eacher of Han;ptone 
Fecha M.ller Paſtor of Tarmouth. Seatorn Cotton gt the lame. 


Fobn Wiljon junior Paſtor of Melfiel1.* Fojeph Emerſon Paſtor of York. 
Zechariah Sy mes Paſtor of ( har (jtorn, Michael Wigglejworth Paitor of Maldon, 
Tho:as Shepard Teacher of rhe taine, William Wilton N\niiter of the Word, 
Samue! Stone leacher of Haytjord R aiph Smith Miniiter of the Word, 
Fonathan Mitchel Paſtor of Cambriage. | 

Fobn 8herman aitor of Watertown. 


1 II ns 


Charles Chauncy , Preſident of Harvard 


E {imun4 Brown Vitor of Sudbury, | Colledge. 

E {rear 4 Bulkty Paſtor of :Concor4. ; Gerſhori Bulkly , 

Thomas C arter Paſtor Qt Woborne. | Thomas Graves F<llous of the (aid 
Samuel Haugh Paicor of Redings ' Ze b. Synimes ( Colledze. 

Fohn Fiske . ator of Chelmsford Zech. brigdes ) 
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